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Welcome to the Yorkshire ReporterWelcome to the Yorkshire Reporter
Welcome to the Yorkshire Reporter in your area! 
We have been publishing the largest independent, free to pick up monthly newspaper in Leeds for 8 years, and due to demand we are now expanding our distribution 
to include the York & Harrogate district. Inside, you will find local news and stories relevant to you and your community, along with a wide range of interesting 
regular columns and features. From gardening to music and entertainment, health to motors – combined with our monthly double page feature there is something for 
everyone.
As a family-owned business, we pride ourselves on supporting local community groups and businesses. With our team, you can be certain of a personal and 
professional service, so if you have something going on in your community that you want to shout about, or are thinking of advertising with us, please get in touch 
via email newsdesk.north@yorkshirereporter.co.uk

From all the team, we wish you a Merry Christmas!

Linzi, Editor

What's inside your paper

NEWS

LANDOWNERS NEEDED TO SUPPORT PLAN  
TO PLANT 7 MILLION TREES ACROSS  
NORTH AND WEST YORKSHIRE     

SEE INSIDE: Page 4

MORRISONS HELPS FOOD BANKS AND COMMUNITY 
GROUPS WITH CHRISTMAS ‘GIVING TREE’    

SEE INSIDE: Page 9

TROUT TRIUMPH AS SMALL FRY GET TO BE  
BIG FISH IN YORKSHIRE RIVERS THANKS TO  
A DONATION FROM TARMAC     

SEE INSIDE: Page 14

UK-FIRST RADIATION THERAPY 
SERVICE FOR PETS     

SEE INSIDE: Page 29

DOM JOLY: ‘DON’T KEEP YOUR EYESIGHT  
AT ARM’S LENGTH’    

SEE INSIDE: Page 31

MOTORS

MUSIC

SEE INSIDE:SEE INSIDE:  Page 16Page 16

70's - The Golden Era Of 70's - The Golden Era Of 
Christmas Hits! Christmas Hits! 

SEE INSIDE:SEE INSIDE:  Page 26Page 26

Third Of Motorists Believe Their Third Of Motorists Believe Their 
Driving Is Worse In WinterDriving Is Worse In Winter

GARDEN CENTRES; Langlands Garden Centre, Shiptonthorpe. 
Dobbies Garden Centre, Upper Poppleton

SEE INSIDE:SEE INSIDE:  Page 17Page 17

Fairytales Are Coming True  Fairytales Are Coming True  
This Christmas In Ryedale,  This Christmas In Ryedale,  
North YorkshireNorth Yorkshire

■ Image © People in Pictures



Email: advertising@yorkshirereporter.co.uk LOCAL     3DECEMBER 2021

10% OFF
on production of this Yorkshire Reporter advert

At United Carpets Leeds. Not to be used in conjunction with any other vouchers. 

Valid until 31 December 2021

Plus every carpet

FITTED 
FREE*

*Free fitting applies to all carpets purchased with the 

equivalent size of our Airstep or Treadmore underlay. 

Stair surcharge applies.

NO DEPOSIT

4 YEARS 0% 
INTEREST FREE CREDIT†

on everything in store
† Terms and conditions apply
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Products subject to availability. *Free fitting applies when you buy the equivalent size of our Airstep or Treadmore underlay. Stair 
surcharge applies. Free fitting offer does not apply to laminate wood or vinyl flooring. Stocks vary from store to store. Colours in 
photos may vary slightly due to print quality. United Carpets accept no responsibility for printing errors. †United Carpets Woodfloor 
and Beds acts as a credit broker and only offers credit products for Secure Trust Bank PLC trading as V12 Retail Finance Ltd, all 
Credit is provided by external finance companies as determined by United Carpets Woodfloor and Beds. Minimum order applies.

www.unitedcarpetsandbeds.com or call Free on 0800 344 442

1 Austhorpe Rd, 
Crossgates, 
Leeds LS15 8QR 
Tel: 0113 293 1717
Opening Hours: 
Mon - Sat 9am - 6pm 
Thur 8am - 8pm, Sun 10am - 4pm

up 
to

LOWEST 
EVER 
PRICES
Modern 
Twist and 
Loop Piles 
from only m2£3.99

Sanat Marai 
Double Bed 4’6”

ONLY 
£349

Frame Only

Octopus Energy Group announced it will 
raise and create £4 billion of global people-
led renewable energy projects through 
‘Fan Club - The Collective’ by 2030. The 
initiative will be world leading in combining 
institutional and retail money to grow green 
energy projects at scale.  

To kick the pledge off - an investment of £10 
million has already been secured to expand 
Octopus Energy’s local wind power tariff ‘The 
Fan Club’, growing it from two turbines, one of 
which is in Market Weighton, to eight. The tariff 
enables communities close to the dedicated wind 
turbines to benefit from cheaper rates when the 
turbines are spinning, which is 80 percent of the 
time. 

Following ‘The Fan Club’ model, ‘Fan Club 
- The Collective’ will initially focus on onshore 
wind before expanding to solar energy. The 
solar projects will connect customers to local 
solar farms so that they benefit from cheaper 
green power when the sun is shining. 

Octopus Energy plans to supply around 2.5 
million households with green power through 
‘Fan Club - The Collective’ by 2030. The 
move demonstrates Octopus’s ambition to 
back decentralised energy generation globally, 
ensuring the cheapest electron is also the 
greenest electron for customers wherever they 
are in the world. 

‘Fan Club - The Collective’ is part of Octopus 
Energy Group’s wider plan to create 18 
gigawatts of clean energy generation projects by 
2027, representing enough power for 10 million 
homes and an investment of £20 billion.

Zoisa North-Bond, CEO of Octopus Energy 
Generation, the arm of Octopus Energy Group 
that will manage ‘Fan Club - The Collective’, 
comments: 

“We are pledging to create a whopping £4 
billion of people driven clean energy projects 
over the next decade. In order to do that we’ll 
be bringing the worlds of energy technology and 
institutional investment together, and opening 
up the opportunity for anyone who wishes to 
invest in energy projects. 

“Our wind turbine tariff ‘The Fan Club’ has 
changed the way that people living near to them 
think about energy. By matching this generation 
with our proprietary technology platform 
Kraken, we’re making sure that the cheapest 
electrons are also the greenest electrons and the 
ones to travel the shortest distance. 

“Soon even more customers will be able to join 
our people-driven green energy tariffs, helping 
out their pockets and the planet.”

If you have a wind or solar project you’d like 
to talk about, please visit;

www.octopus.energy/octopus-collective

Octopus Energy 
Launches ‘Fan Club - The 
Collective’ Following 
Successful Trial In 
Market Weighton
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Seven million trees, the equivalent of 4900 football pitches or 
3500 hectares, could be planted in North and West Yorkshire 
over the next four years as part of an Action Plan launched by 
the White Rose Forest partnership.

The White Rose Forest Action Plan 2021-25 sets out how tree 
planting can be accelerated across the region over the next four 
years to build up to a sustained annual target of approximately 
3000 hectares per year from 2025 onwards.

Beyond 2025, research undertaken by the partnership suggests 
that North and West Yorkshire has the capacity to increase tree 
canopy cover from 11% (recorded in 2018) to 19% by 2050. This 
would mean planting approximately 160 million trees over the 
next 29 years.

The UK Government has committed to reaching net-zero carbon 
emissions by 2050 and tree planting is currently the most effective 
method we have to remove carbon from the air. The White Rose 
Forest partnership therefore commissioned the United Bank of 
Carbon team at the University of Leeds to scientifically assess 
how much CO2 could be removed from the atmosphere through 
tree planting across North and West Yorkshire. The results suggest 
that if we increase tree cover to 19%, by 2050 931 kilotonnes 
of CO2 could be sequestered annually, equating to 50% of the 
remaining residual carbon emissions within the region.

The White Rose Forest is supported by a partnership of experts 
from the Forestry Commission, national park authorities, local 
government, charities, community groups and businesses in 
North and West Yorkshire who have all contributed to the Action 
Plan. The Action Plan is backed by increased funding for tree 
planting within the White Rose Forest following the launch of the 
Government’s Nature for Climate fund in 2020. 

The Mayor of West Yorkshire, Tracy Brabin, helped to launch 
the White Rose Forest Action Plan at The Arium in Leeds, where 
over half a million young saplings are currently being grown by 
Leeds City Council for the White Rose Forest.

Tracy Brabin, Mayor of West Yorkshire, said: “When I was 
elected, I pledged to do everything in my power to tackle the 
climate and environment emergency. I launched the West 
Yorkshire Climate and Environment plan to set out how we will 
transition to a net zero carbon economy by 2038.  

“The importance of trees for our environment, the wellbeing 
of our communities and the future of our planet cannot be 
overestimated. This was underlined by the recent global 
commitment to end and reverse deforestation at the UN COP26 
climate summit. 

“With the funding and expertise now available via the White 
Rose Forest partnership, we have never been in a better position 

to plant more trees here in North and West Yorkshire and enjoy 
the huge benefits they provide.” 

The White Rose Forest team is available to provide a wide range 
of expert planning, funding and planting support and would like 
to hear from any landowners or farmers who are interested in tree 
planting on their land. As set out in the Action Plan, the White 
Rose Forest can now provide a wide range of funding options for 
projects of all sizes in North and West Yorkshire.

Guy Thompson, White Rose Forest Programme Director, said: 
“There has never been a better time to plant trees thanks to the 
competitive funding and support now available for landowners 
and farmers. The White Rose Forest partnership is here to support 
all landowners in North and West Yorkshire.”

“The White Rose Forest Action Plan is ambitious because we 
need to respond to the climate emergency. As a community forest, 
our local communities are at the heart of everything we do. Every 
tree planted in the White Rose Forest will benefit communities 
across North and West Yorkshire, from helping prevent flooding 
along river valleys to improving the air we breathe.”

Cllr Derek Bastiman, North Yorkshire County Council’s 
Executive Member for Business and the Environment, said: 
“Working in partnership across West and North Yorkshire 
enables us to create the plan for the White Rose Forest at the 
scale necessary to have a significant impact.

“We’re setting ambitious targets, but I am confident that the 
public and landowners, whose participation is essential for 
the White Rose Forest to reach its potential, will embrace the 
opportunities and benefits afforded to combat climate change 
and support the diversity and sustainability of the natural world, 
which is so important to our daily lives and the economy of North 
Yorkshire.”

The launch of the White Rose Forest Action Plan 2021-25 took 
place at The Arium in Leeds, which is the largest local authority 
nursery in the country with capacity to grow over 3 million plants 
per year. With increasing demand for locally grown saplings, 
Leeds City Council is now looking at how The Arium can support 
more White Rose Forest projects.

The White Rose Forest Action Plan 2021-25 is available on the 
White Rose Forest website;

www.whiteroseforest.org

Struggling North Yorkshire Families Can Apply For Household Support
North Yorkshire was allocated £3.5 million from the Department 

for Work and Pensions in Household Support Funding.
The Household Support Fund will see supermarket vouchers 

provided to people in North Yorkshire who receive means-tested 
council tax support or reduction and have a child under the age of 19 
living at home. The e-vouchers can be used online or in stores locally 
and should help people meet the costs of food, energy bills and other 
utilities, as the economy recovers from the pandemic this winter.

Eligible households in North Yorkshire are currently being contacted 
by letter, which will let residents know how to claim the e-vouchers, 
which will be equivalent to two payments of £125, one before 
Christmas and the second in January 2022. The letters will contain a 
unique code which can be used to access the vouchers online. 

It is anticipated about 8,000 families in the county will be contacted 
and informed they are eligible for the award.

The remainder of the money will be distributed among other 
assistance schemes in the county which can be accessed by residents 

who don’t meet the eligibility criteria for voucher payments, but 
who are also likely to struggle to afford basic necessities, including 
household goods this winter.

This includes the North Yorkshire Local Assistance Fund, which has 
been running in the county for eight years, but will receive additional 
funding from the council’s Household Support Fund allocation. 
Eligibility criteria will be expanded and households will be able to 
make up to four applications for support for food or utilities to the 
fund, rather than the current two. The assistance fund makes awards in 
kind, by supplying basic necessities or household goods.

In addition, people can also apply to the Warm and Well in North 
Yorkshire fund, which provides advice on saving money on energy 
costs, help with minor repairs to make homes warmer and more energy 
efficient and access to its hardship fund for people in urgent need.

The council will also allocate some of the funding to local food 
banks. 

People who are not eligible for direct payments, but think they 

may be eligible for council tax reductions are encouraged to 
contact their local district or borough council to find out if they 
qualify. Get more information on council tax reduction/support at 
www.gov.uk/apply-council-tax-reduction.

Cllr David Chance, Executive Member for Stronger Communities 
said: “The Household Support Fund is a new scheme announced by 
the Government in October this year.

“In North Yorkshire, we have put together an eligibility criteria to 
identify those most in need of financial support this winter, which 
recognises the current pressures heading into winter, including the end 
of the national furlough scheme and increased costs of essential goods 
and services.

“If you don’t receive a letter, but are struggling to afford food or 
heating, you may be eligible for help from North Yorkshire Local 
Assistance Fund, or Warm and Well North Yorkshire.”

For more information on the Household Support Fund, visit 
www.northyorks.gov.uk/household-support-fund.

Landowners Needed To Support Landowners Needed To Support 
Plan To Plant 7 Million Trees Plan To Plant 7 Million Trees 
Across North And West YorkshireAcross North And West Yorkshire

■ Tree planting at Gorpley Reservoir for 
White Rose Forest. Image © National Trust

■ Community Tree planting at Broughton 
Sanctuary 3. Image © Broughton hall estate

■ Hardcastle Crags Tree planting for 
White Rose Forest. Image © National Trust
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Royal Voluntary Service in Yorkshire is encouraging more 
people in the region to discover the joys of volunteering whilst 
keeping their local community healthy and happy. 

Royal Voluntary Service has been providing invaluable support 
to people in need in Yorkshire both before and during the 
coronavirus pandemic. With the support of players of People’s 
Postcode Lottery, the charity and its volunteers are able to improve 
health and wellbeing, resilience, confidence and connections of 
some of Yorkshire’s most vulnerable people.

Some of the ways in which local volunteers are improving the 
lives of people in Yorkshire include offering companionship, 
bringing the wonders of the local library to those that are unable 
to visit themselves, supporting at local groups or clubs, helping 
vulnerable people to stay healthy, active and social and serving 
refreshments to staff and patients in hospital retail sites. Others 
are supporting as NHS Volunteer Responder Steward Volunteers 
at vaccination centres. People are also being encouraged to sign 
up for a new Emergency Response Volunteer role, to form a team 
of standby volunteers who will be ready to come to the aid of their 
communities and their NHS when urgent needs arise. However, 
it’s not just the people on the receiving end of the support that 
benefit from volunteering.

As a result of donating their time, Royal Voluntary Service 
volunteers report better physical health; mental health and 
wellbeing, with 81% of pandemic volunteers reporting an 
improvement in this; new skills and work experience; and a sense 
of connection to others in their community. In a recent report 
more than a third (38%) of Royal Voluntary Service volunteers 
said that volunteering has also improved their confidence.

More volunteers are needed to continue providing life changing 
support to vulnerable and isolated people in Yorkshire as we 
head into winter. Royal Voluntary Service is encouraging anyone 
that wants to make a positive difference to their community and 
experience the countless benefits of volunteering to step forward 

and find out about roles in their area at;
www.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk/volunteering
Jennifer Scott, Commissioned Service Operations Manager for 

Royal Voluntary Service in Yorkshire said: “The feedback we get 
from the people that we support is often that the help of our service 
and our volunteers is a real lifeline for them. Our volunteers are 
changing and improving people’s lives in Yorkshire every day. 
They volunteer completely selflessly, but it’s incredible to see 
how much their service changes their lives too. If you’d like to 
join our close-knit team of amazing volunteers, any time you can 
offer will go a long way to supporting your community and you’ll 
meet some fantastic people along the way.”

Laura Chow, Head of Charities at People’s Postcode Lottery, 
said:  “Volunteering your time is one of the best things you can do 
for your community and for yourself. The numerous benefits of 
volunteering work both ways. By stepping forward, not only will 
volunteers be helping those that need extra support to get through 
the toughest months, but they'll be boosting their own physical 
and mental health and wellbeing too.”

Royal Voluntary Service is one of Britain’s largest volunteering 
charities with volunteers supporting the NHS and thousands of 
vulnerable people in the community. During the crisis the charity 
has delivered the NHS Volunteer Responders programme for 
NHS England enabled by the GoodSAM app with volunteers 
responding to over 2 million requests for support so far. The 
charity has also worked in local communities through the crisis 
running home libraries, companionship support, home from 
hospital services and patient transport. Its Virtual Village Hall 
provides live classes and tutorials on Facebook to promote well-
being and keep people active and occupied through the pandemic.

The target opening date for proposed new primary schools in both 
Knaresborough and Northallerton to serve housing development has 
been revised to September 2024.

Delays in progress of the housing development sites have, in-turn, 
impacted on the transfer of the school sites to North Yorkshire County 
Council. This means that it is no longer possible to achieve delivery of the 
new schools prior to September 2024. 

Stuart Carlton, Director for Children and Young People’s Services, said: 
“We continue to work closely with the developers on these projects but 
in recent times it has become clear to us that it would not be possible 
to undertake contractor procurement and construction to our original 
timetable. While this is disappointing, it does not change our commitment 
to achieve delivery of the schools as soon as we are able.” 

 “We continually assess local pupil numbers and they are not currently 
rising by the previously projected rate, which means that we see the 
availability of school places to be a manageable situation in the interim 
period before the new schools open. 

The Harrogate Local Plan has identified that, in the medium to long 
term, more than 1,000 new properties will be built in Knaresborough and 
the new school will be needed over the coming years to meet demand. 

The new Northallerton school is also required to serve housing 
development in the area.

The schools will be state-funded academies, in line with Department 
for Education guidance and Elevate Multi Academy Trust has been 
appointed by the DfE to run the new Knaresborough primary school on 
opening, whilst Dales Academies Trust has been appointed to run the new 
Northallerton primary school.

Stuart adds, “We have liaised closely with both Elevate Multi Academy 
Trust and Dales Academies Trust on this, and we are very pleased that 
they remain committed to working in partnership with us. 

New Schools For New Schools For 
Knaresborough And Knaresborough And 
Northallerton Get A Northallerton Get A 
Revised DateRevised Date

Art Award Will Celebrate 70th Anniversary Of 
The North York Moors National Park

Painters, photographers and printmakers from across 
Yorkshire and beyond are invited to submit their recent works 
to the 2022 Art Award, hosted by the North York Moors National 
Park Trust.

In recognition of 70 years since the North York Moors was 
designated a National Park, the theme of the Award, ‘Past, Present, 
Future’, challenges artists to capture the environmental and cultural 
significance of the area over time. This could be based on the North 
York Moors as people experience it today, as a culmination of its 
long dramatic history, or even set in its climatically-uncertain future. 
The competition therefore seeks imaginative and visionary artists 
who can help tell the story of this dynamic place.

For the first time, there is a specific category for young artists 
aged 17 or under, with a top prize of £250. Prizes of £500 will 
then be awarded to the creators of the best painting, print work and 
photograph, as decided by a panel of judges. An exhibition of all 
successful entrants will take place at the Inspired by… gallery at The 
Moors National Park Centre, Danby, between Saturday 9 April and 
Sunday 22 May.

Joe Cornish, world-renowned landscape photographer and Trustee 
of the North York Moors National Park Trust, said:

“After a gap of two years, due to the global pandemic, it is time 
once again to gather the best art made in our region at the wonderful 
Inspired by… gallery, in Danby.

“Time itself is the guiding principle of the 2022 Award. Past, 
Present, Future is a very broad theme which we hope will motivate 
and inspire artists to consider how their work translates history, 
whether that be the legacies of the past, the present day reality, or the 
imagined future.

“If you are an artist who identifies strongly with our wonderful 
landscape, as I do, please do participate. Absolutely everyone is 
welcome.”

Entry to the Awards is open until Monday 21 February and both 
amateur and professional artists are encouraged to take part. Initial 
submissions are online only, with full eligibility criteria available at 
www.northyorkmoorstrust.uk.
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Drink spiking is a serious crime and carries a maximum 10-
year prison sentence in the UK.

Some may not realise that spiking does not only apply to adding 
prescription or illegal drugs to a drink, it also covers adding an 
extra shot of alcohol in order to make a person more vulnerable. 
Police in York are asking people to be vigilant to this offence 
and to be aware of the signs, so they can seek help and report it 
sooner.

Detective Inspector Paul Groves from York Criminal 
Investigation Department said:

“Following a spate of recent reports, we’re working closely with 
licenced premises in the city, so everyone can enjoy a safe night 
out. But we also want to ensure people are aware of the steps they 
can take to protect themselves from spiking and importantly, how 
to recognise the symptoms. The quicker you can determine that 
someone has been spiked, the sooner you can get help and also 
report it to police.

“Always keep an eye on your drink, whether alcoholic or not, 
and never leave it unattended. It’s advisable to not accept a drink 
from a stranger and stick together with your friends, so you can 
keep an eye out for each other.

“The symptoms of spiking can vary depending upon the 
substance that has been used, but can include feeling sleepy, loss 
of balance, visual problems, sickness, confusion and in some 
cases unconsciousness. If you are out with friends and someone’s 
behaviour or mood changes, they display some of the symptoms, 
or their inhibitions are lowered and they are acting in an unusual 
manner, they could’ve been spiked.

“If you think someone has been spiked, get help as soon as you 
can from bar or security staff. If their condition deteriorates, call 
an ambulance and keep an eye on them until help arrives. It’s also 
important to report it to police as soon as possible. Substances 
that are used to spike drinks are sometimes very quick to exit 
a person’s system, so the sooner it’s reported to us, the sooner 
we can capture evidence and determine exactly what’s happened.

“Everyone should be safe to enjoy a night out with friends or 
family and it’s sickening to think that there are some people who 
look to take advantage of others in this way. I’d like to send a 
clear message to anyone who thinks spiking is a laugh and that 
it’s not a crime - it absolutely is, and North Yorkshire Police take 
it incredibly seriously. We will do everything we can to identify 
offenders and we will look to pursue a criminal prosecution, 
which could result in a prison sentence.”

For more information about drink spiking and how to protect 
yourself from it visit www.drinkaware.co.uk

North Yorkshire North Yorkshire 
Police Urge Revellers Police Urge Revellers 
To Be Vigilant Of To Be Vigilant Of 
Drink SpikingDrink Spiking

HMRC Warns Customers About  
Self Assessment Tricksters

As HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) prepares to issue emails 
and SMS to Self Assessment customers, the department is reminding 
them to be on their guard after nearly 800,000 tax-related scams were 
reported in the last year.

Fraudsters use Self Assessment to try and steal money or personal 
information from unsuspecting individuals. In the last year alone, HMRC 
has received nearly 360,000 bogus tax rebate referrals.

The Self Assessment deadline is 31 January 2022 and customers may 
expect to hear from HMRC at this time of year. More than 4 million 
emails and SMS will be issued to Self Assessment customers pointing 
them to guidance and support, prompting them to think about how they 
intend to pay their tax bill, and to seek support if they are unable to pay in 
full by 31 January.

However, the department is also warning customers to not be taken in 
by malicious emails, phone calls or texts, thinking that these are genuine 
HMRC communications referring to their Self Assessment tax return.

Myrtle Lloyd, HMRC’s Director General for Customer Services, said:
“Never let yourself be rushed. If someone contacts you saying they’re 

from HMRC, wanting you to urgently transfer money or give personal 
information, be on your guard. 

“HMRC will also never ring up threatening arrest. Only criminals do 
that.

“Scams come in many forms. Some threaten immediate arrest for tax 
evasion, others offer a tax rebate. Contacts like these should set alarm bells 

ringing, so if you are in any doubt whether the email, phone call or text is 
genuine, you can check the ‘HMRC scams’ advice on GOV.UK and find 
out how to report them to us.” 

Criminals use emails, phone calls and text messages to try and dupe 
individuals, and often mimic government messages to make them appear 
authentic. They want to trick their victims into handing over money or 
personal or financial information.

Customers can report suspicious phone calls using a form on GOV.UK; 
customers can also forward suspicious emails claiming to be from HMRC 
to phishing@hmrc.gov.uk and texts to 60599. 

HMRC has a dedicated team working on cyber and phone crimes. 
They use innovative technologies to prevent misleading and malicious 
communications from ever reaching the customer. Since 2017 these 
technical controls have prevented 500 million emails from reaching 
HMRC’s customers. More recently, new controls have prevented 90% of 
the most convincing SMS messages from reaching the public and controls 
have been applied to prevent spoofing of most HMRC helpline numbers.  

HMRC is also reminding Self Assessment customers to double check 
websites and online forms before using them to complete their 2020/21 tax 
return. People can be taken in by misleading websites designed to make 
them pay for help in submitting tax returns or charging to connect them 
to HMRC phone lines. Customers who are in any doubt about whether a 
website is genuine should visit GOV.UK for more information about Self 
Assessment and use the free signposted tax return forms.

Gas distributor Northern Gas Networks (NGN) is urging Yorkshire 
households to stay vigilant of the dangers of the ‘Silent Killer’ through 
a set of seven simple safety steps.

With this year likely to be financially difficult for thousands of 
households across Yorkshire due to increased energy prices, the rising 
cost of living and the Covid-19 pandemic, many customers may put off 
their annual gas appliance service or take risks to stay warm in the hope 
of keeping bills down.

Carbon Monoxide (CO) is a poisonous gas produced by incomplete 
burning of fossil fuels, including through faulty gas appliances.

Signs of CO in the home often include dark stains on gas appliances, 
lazy yellow flames and condensation on windows near appliances.

Carbon monoxide can’t be seen, smelled, tasted or heard and is currently 
responsible for around 200 hospitalisations and 50 preventable UK 

death each year. Symptoms of CO poisoning include dizziness, nausea, 
headache and breathlessness.

Lack of safety awareness is often the root cause of these statistics with 
unsafe practices in the home all increasing the risk of exposure to carbon 
monoxide.

As the region’s emergency response to a smell of gas or suspected 
carbon monoxide, NGN’s seven steps to CO safety are:

● Don’t use gas hobs and ovens to heat rooms
● Keep ventilation outlets clear and unblocked
● Don’t heat a single room for living and sleeping
●  Limit cooking pans to one pan per cooker ring, rather than lighting all 

four burners under one large pan
●  Call the National Gas Emergency Service on 0800 111 999 if you 

smell gas or suspect carbon monoxide in your home
●  Buy an audible carbon monoxide alarm for your home, at a cost of 

around £15
●  Get your gas appliances serviced annually by a qualified Gas Safe 

Register engineer
In addition, customers struggling with increased bills can contact their 

energy supplier to see if they qualify for affordable debt repayment plans 
or payment breaks.

If eligible, bill payers can also apply for the Warm Homes Discount 
Scheme, which could involve a £140 discount on their electricity bill, via 
their supplier.

This one-off discount is taken off the customer’s electricity bill between 
October and March. Contact your supplier to find out more.

And anyone living with a disability, chronic or mental health illness, 
or who is of pensionable age, or with children aged under 5 at home can 
sign up to the Priority Services Register. This free support scheme entitles 
them to extra help in the event of interruption to their gas or power supply.

To find out if you’re eligible, visit;
www.northerngasnetworks.co.uk/network-supply/priority-customers 

and fill in the form.
NGN, which supplies gas to 2.7 million properties across the North 

East, Yorkshire and northern Cumbria, has equipped all its frontline 
gas engineers with hand-held devices to detect the presence of carbon 
monoxide as quickly as possible.

It has also provided carbon monoxide awareness training to its partner 
organisations, such as Yorkshire Energy Doctor, Green Doctors, Highfield 
CO-OP and Hull & East Yorkshire Children’s University.

More information about carbon monoxide safety can be found at;
www.northerngasnetworks.co.uk  
To find a registered Gas Safe engineer and book an appliance service, 

visit www.gassaferegister.co.uk

Northern Gas Northern Gas 
Networks Shares Networks Shares 
Seven Steps For Seven Steps For 
Staying Safe Staying Safe 
And Alert To The And Alert To The 
Dangers Of  Dangers Of  
Carbon MonoxideCarbon Monoxide
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CROSS GATES ROAD, CROSSGATES, 
LEEDS LS15 7PE

FREE PARKING - NO TICKET NEEDED FOR THE FIRST 
2 HOURS WHILST SHOPPING AT CHILTERN MILLS

TEL: 0113 284 0668

OPEN 7 DAYS: Mon - Fri 09:30 - 17:00, Sat 09:30 - 17:30, 
Sun 10:15 (15 mins browsing time) - 16:30

We are proud to be on the Leeds Council approved register for supplier of products to their schools.
All goods subject to availability and our terms & conditions. PICTURES FOR ILLUSTRATION ONLY.

PACK OF 2 RED WINE GLASSESPACK OF 2 RED WINE GLASSES  
RRP £24.99 NOW ONLY £7.99 PACK

PACK OF 2 WHITE WINE GLASSESPACK OF 2 WHITE WINE GLASSES  
RRP £19.99 NOW ONLY £6.99 PACK

PACK OF 2 CHAMPAGNE GLASSESPACK OF 2 CHAMPAGNE GLASSES  
RRP £19.99 NOW ONLY £6.99 PACK

ASSORTED DESIGNSASSORTED DESIGNS  
RRP £4.99 NOW ONLY £1.99 PACK

HEAT RESISTANT, HEAVY QUILTED HEAT RESISTANT, HEAVY QUILTED 
TABLE PROTECTOR 140cm WIDETABLE PROTECTOR 140cm WIDE  

RRP £10.99 METRE 
NOW ONLY £3.99 METRE

ASSORTED DESIGNSASSORTED DESIGNS  
RRP £9.99 NOW ONLY £3.99

INCLUDES 6 KNIVES, 6 FORKS,  INCLUDES 6 KNIVES, 6 FORKS,  
6 TABLESPOONS & 6 TEASPOONS6 TABLESPOONS & 6 TEASPOONS  

RRP £27.99 NOW ONLY £9.99 SET

LIMITED STOCK, DON’T MISS OUT!!LIMITED STOCK, DON’T MISS OUT!!  
RRP £30 NOW ONLY £8.99 PACK

RRP £8.99 NOW ONLY £1.99

TOP OF THE 
RANGE!!

DRYING UP 
MADE EASY!!

PROTECT YOUR 
DINING TABLE!!

LUCKY DIP OFFER!!

LAST MINUTE 
GUESTS ?

HOSTING A PARTY ?

VILLEROY & BOCH 
Finest Quality 

Glassware

PACK OF PACK OF 
3 LOVELY 3 LOVELY 
QUALITY QUALITY 
PRINTED PRINTED 
TERRY TEA TERRY TEA 
TOWELSTOWELS

NOT ENOUGH 
CUTLERY?

24 PIECE SOLID 
STAINLESS STEEL 
TABLEWARE SET

150 PIECE PARTY PACK150 PIECE PARTY PACK

HATS, STREAMERS, PARTY HATS, STREAMERS, PARTY 
POPPERS, BLOWERS & BANNERSPOPPERS, BLOWERS & BANNERS

GUARD AGAINST 
SCRATCHES, 
KNOCKS & 
RUINOUS HEAT

PACK OF 50 NAPKINSPACK OF 50 NAPKINS  
RRP £4 NOW ONLY £1 PACK

CHRISTMAS CRACKERSCHRISTMAS CRACKERS  
RRP £1 EACH NOW ONLY 6 FOR £1

COMPLETE YOUR XMAS TABLE!!

LARGE SELECTION OF LARGE SELECTION OF 
CHRISTMAS CRACKERS CHRISTMAS CRACKERS 

& PAPER NAPKINS& PAPER NAPKINS

BEST SELLING  BEST SELLING  
PADDING & QUILTED PADDING & QUILTED 

DOUBLE OVEN GLOVESDOUBLE OVEN GLOVES

WHY PAY A FORTUNE 
ELSEWHERE!!

LOVELY LOVELY 
CHRISTMAS EVE CHRISTMAS EVE 
GIFT BOXGIFT BOX

Social Media
L O G O  C O L L E C T I O N

Social Media
L O G O  C O L L E C T I O N

PACK OF 2 DINNER PLATESPACK OF 2 DINNER PLATES  
RRP £12.99 NOW ONLY £4.99

PACK OF 2 SIDE PLATESPACK OF 2 SIDE PLATES  
RRP £7.99 NOW ONLY £3.99

PACK OF 2 LARGE BOWLSPACK OF 2 LARGE BOWLS  
RRP £9.99 NOW ONLY £4.99

PACK OF 2 SMALL BOWLSPACK OF 2 SMALL BOWLS  
RRP £7.99 NOW ONLY £3.99

PACK OF 2 MUGSPACK OF 2 MUGS  
RRP £7.99 NOW ONLY £3.99

HOTEL QUALITY!!

BOX SIZE 34 x 23 x 16cmBOX SIZE 34 x 23 x 16cm

CELEBRATE THE FESTIVE SEASON 
WITH CHILTERN MILLS
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Pupils from Marton cum Grafton Primary School enjoyed 
a maths lesson with a difference after they were offered the 
chance to put their knowledge to the test on a building site.

A group of 15 year six children were invited for a tour of a new 
housing site called Yew Tree Farm, by developer Brierley Homes 
and Yorkshire based construction firm Hobson and Porter.

The site will comprise a mixture of 2, 3, 4 and 5 bed homes, 
with a number of new build homes being created alongside the 
conversion of three redundant barns.  As well as this, almost an 
acre of public open space will be provided as an amenity space 
for local residents.

The visit was a complete learning experience for the youngsters, 
who had a preparatory classroom session to understand the need 
for accurate mathematics in the construction industry.

That was followed up by a lesson on site - conducted in wellies 
and hard hats - to see how the mathematics they learned in the 
classroom is employed in the world of work.

Pupils returned to school feeling they had learned important 
lessons and the professionals who made the visit happen were 
also pleased with the opportunity to explain more about the 
building trade to the next generation.

Brierley Homes Director Matt O’Neill said: “Today’s children 

are the next generation of engineers, surveyors, planners, 
bricklayers and skilled trades, it is always a positive when we can 
do something like this.

“Seeing the work they’ve learned in the classroom in action is 
a great way to underline the importance of their school work in 
an enjoyable way.”

Hobson and Porter Site Manager Lewis Toynton said: “We 
are proud of the quality of the homes we are creating at Yew 
Tree Farm and hopefully what these children saw may inspire 
some of them to consider a career in the construction sector. The 
sector continues to experience significant skills shortages and 
we continuously look for opportunities to engage pupils of all 
ages via our Foundations programme to ensure our industry has 
a sustainable future.”

Yew Tree Farm will provide a valuable addition to the county’s 
housing stock, mixing high-quality private homes, with affordable 
units, including some for shared ownership.

The development also features state-of-the-art environmental 
credentials, including air source heat pumps, which produce less 
carbon dioxide than conventional gas boilers.

Marton cum Grafton Primary School head teacher Marie-
Louise Thirlaway said: “There is no doubt this visit helped to 
bring teaching to life for our pupils and it was both a memorable 
day and a valuable contribution to their learning.”

North Yorkshire County Councillor Robert Windass, who 
represents the area, said: “It is fantastic to see youngsters applying 
their classroom studies out in our communities. That really helps 
them understand the importance of learning.

“What makes this visit all the more satisfying is that children 
were seeing construction of new homes which use low carbon 
technology. That is important now and will become increasingly 
so for their generation.”

The youngsters will be returning in the spring, when work 
on the site is more advanced, to bury a time capsule for future 
generations to uncover.

To find out more about Brierley Homes, visit;
www.brierleyhomes.co.uk and follow them on Linkedin.

Coram Shakespeare Schools Foundation Brings Successful “Off-Grid” Theatre 
Project To Rural Schools In North Yorkshire Moors And Yorkshire Dales

Coram Shakespeare Schools Foundation (CSSF) is bringing 
an exciting two-year theatre project to rural schools in the 
North Yorkshire Moors and Yorkshire Dales. Four schools in 
the area will have the opportunity to take part in “Off-Grid” 
and collaborate with the award-winning team that produces the 
world’s largest youth drama festival, the Coram Shakespeare 
Schools Theatre Festival, which sees thousands of students 
performing in professional theatres across the country.   

Given that rural schools often lack easy access to theatres, “Off-
Grid” has been specially designed for small rural primary schools to 
stage fun and creative Shakespeare productions in their community 
and embed Drama into the curriculum.   

CSSF believes that every child deserves the opportunity to access 
the arts and vital life skills, including confidence, teamwork, and 
communication development that come with it. CSSF wants to bring 
professional artists and drama practices into schools that aren’t able, 

because of size or location, to take part in its annual Theatre Festival.  
As schools emerge from the pandemic, a range of experts have 

called for culture and the arts to be at the heart of children’s 
education recovery and renewal, highlighting the need for children 
to express themselves and enhance their wellbeing. Recognising 
and celebrating the creativity of children and young people in rural 
schools and giving them the same opportunities to access the arts as 
their peers in other parts of the country is key.   

A number of rural schools in Cumbria and Somerset are now in 
their second year of the project and have spoken of the benefits for 
children. One teacher at a Cumbria rural school said: “Rarely have 
I seen such noticeable improvements throughout the curriculum 
following an intervention or project”. Another teacher taking part in 
Somerset said: “It is fantastic to see students who were withdrawn 
when they started their Festival journey, blossom with confidence 
and self-esteem”.  

The Off-Grid project includes twilight CPD sessions with staff; 
introducing the project, CSSF’s methodology and a toolkit for 
exercises that can be used in the classroom. CSSF will conduct 
regular workshops throughout the year exploring a Shakespeare 
story with every pupil in the school, led by its professional team. 
This knowledge will then transition into an end of term, interactive, 
bold, and fun performance, facilitated by the CSSF team in the local 
community. Schools will receive CSSF’s award-winning curriculum 
resources and training to embed its pedagogy in the classroom.   

Francesca Ellis, Head of Creative at CSSF, said: "Our two-year 
programme will bring the joy of performing Shakespeare to schools 
in some of the most rural areas of the UK. At Coram Shakespeare 
Schools Foundation, we understand the power of the arts and its 
positive impact in the classroom. Over the last 20 years, we have 
been working directly with primary, secondary, and SEND schools 
up and down the country offering bespoke opportunities to learn, 
create, and work together. Regardless of their background or 
location, we are determined to transform the lives of young people in 
every region of the UK.  

"In recent years, countryside communities have faced financial 
shortfalls with a lack of funding reaching rural schools. Through our 
Off-Grid project, we will give four schools in rural North Yorkshire a 
unique chance to explore Shakespeare's timeless stories. They'll gain 
crucial life skills such as confidence and empathy. They'll develop 
key language skills they'll need for life. And, through Shakespeare's 
vibrant worlds and characters, they'll learn more about what it means 
to be human."   

As a cultural education charity, CSSF has been supported in 
bringing this project to life by The Esmee Fairburn Foundation. The 
support allows eligible schools to take part in this two-year project 
at a highly discounted rate, having only to make a small contribution 
of £400. If you are based in North Yorkshire Moors or Yorkshire 
Dales, are a small rural primary school, please contact CSSF at 
hello@coramshakespeareschools.org.uk or 020 7601 1800 to see if 
your school is eligible to take part. The deadline for applications is 
the end of January 2022.  

Primary Pupils’ Maths Lesson Primary Pupils’ Maths Lesson 
Which Needed Wellies And Which Needed Wellies And 
Safety HelmetsSafety Helmets

■ Children from year six, Marton cum Grafton Primary School, with their head teacher Marie-Louise 
Thirlaway, plus Mark Young, Site Engineer and Lewis Toynton, Site Manager from Hobson and Porter, Jane 
Yeadon from Marton cum Grafton Primary School, and Freddie Hebdon, Project Manager, Brierley Homes
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Morrisons is giving customers a new way to help those in 
need during the festive period, by installing a Christmas 
‘Giving Tree’ in all its stores, where customers can pick up 
a bauble worth £1, £2 or £5 to donate to a local food bank or 
community group nominated by their store.

All 498 Morrisons stores have put up a tree with the aim of 
raising over half a million pounds for a variety of food banks and 
local communities.

Customers looking to donate can pick a bauble and take it to the 
checkouts along with their shopping. Each bauble has a barcode 
on the back for the checkout colleague to scan, and add £1, £2 or 
£5 to the customer’s bill.

Since the start of the pandemic, Morrisons has worked closely 
with food banks and communities across the UK and donated 
more than £12 million pounds to groups across the UK to ensure 
no one is left behind.

Morrisons will also continue offering their popular food bank 
‘Pick Up Packs’ in stores throughout the festive period as well as 
its Gift Donation Stations where customers can donate new gifts. 
Donated items are passed on to local good causes and charities in 
the local community.

Rebecca Singleton, Community Director at Morrisons, said:
“Christmas can be a challenging time and food banks are a 

lifeline for many people in the UK. We want to make it easier for 
our customers to donate in whatever way they can to help those 
in their local community get the items they need. The Giving Tree 
will give customers a unique and festive way to support local 
food banks and community groups.”

The Giving Tree initiative is part of Morrisons drive to stock 
Britain’s food banks and continue feeding the nation and will 
feature in Morrisons stores until the 24th December.

Yorkshire And Yorkshire And 
Humber Winners At Humber Winners At 
UK Fostering AwardsUK Fostering Awards
There were several winners from Yorkshire and the Humber 

at The Fostering Network’s prestigious annual Fostering 
Excellence Awards.

Michael and Paul Atwal-Brice, from Barnsley, won the President’s 
Award for England; Hannah, from Leeds, won an Outstanding 
Achievement Award and Jessica, from York won an Outstanding 
Achievement in Education Award.

Michael And PaulMichael And Paul
The fostering community in England would not be the same 

without Paul and Michael. The couple started opening their home to 
children in care over a decade ago and they have since transformed 
numerous lives.

Paul, who is care experienced himself, and Michael are not only 
brilliant foster carers, they are also fantastic advocates for fostering 
and raise awareness of its transformational power at any given 
opportunity. The couple are particularly passionate to get more 
people from the LGBTQ+ community to come forward to foster.

Paul’s and Michael’s dedication and commitment to fostering is 
second to none, and over the years they have continuously helped 
make foster care the very best it can be. The Fostering Network were 
delighted to be able to present Paul and Michael with the President’s 
Award for England this year, that is so well deserved.

HannahHannah
Hannah came into foster care aged 10 and met foster carers Jean 

and Hossain aged 13. 
Just before her 17th birthday she decided to live with her biological 

father, but still has a great relationship with her foster carers and 
regularly keeps in touch with them.

Hannah is currently studying to becoming a social worker in order 
to support children from similar backgrounds to her.

Alongside her academic work, Hannah participates in The Skills 
to Foster training and talks honestly and confidently about her 
experiences and contributes to fostering awareness and recruitment 
campaigns. 

Hannah’s nominator said: ‘She is bubbly, confident and kind, and 
doesn’t let anything hold her back.’

JessicaJessica
Jessica received an unconditional offer at university to study 

criminology and forensic sciences after receiving high grades 
throughout GCSE and studying B-TEC forensic sciences at college. 
Jessica’s determination has also led her to compete at a high level in 
gymnastics and coach younger children in the sport.

Kevin Williams, chief executive of The Fostering Network, said: 
‘‘I'd like to congratulate Paul and Michael, Hannah, and Jessica on 
winning their awards. 

'It is truly inspiring to see so many exceptional people achieving 
so much. It is a privilege to be able to celebrate and raise awareness 
of those achievements with our annual awards. I hope the awards 
are able to give people outside of the fostering community an 
appreciation of the vital role fostering playing in our society. 

‘All our winners, and everyone else involved in fostering in the 
UK, should be incredibly proud of their contributions to foster care. 
Every single day they are striving to improve the lives of children 
and young people in foster care.' 

The winners were presented with their Fostering Excellence 
Awards at the virtual ceremony, alongside other winners, members 
of the UK’s fostering community, and guest speakers including 
author, Jacqueline Wilson, and ex-international footballer and now 
foster carer, Neville Southall.

Land Sold At Former Barracks Near 
Appleton Roebuck, North Yorkshire

National property consultancy Carter Jonas has successfully 
sold a 15.94 acre (6.45 ha) freehold residential development 
opportunity in the local authority district of Selby, to local 
developers Johnson Massey Developments Ltd.

The site, a former barracks constructed in the 1940s as part of 
RAF Acaster Malbis, is situated less than 1.5 miles from Appleton 
Roebuck, two miles south west of Acaster Malbis and six miles south 
of York.

Planning permission for the construction of seven homes was 
granted by Selby District Council. The development site includes 
existing buildings which may also be suitable for conversion, subject 
to planning.

A summary of the consented dwellings is as follows:
●  Existing bungalow – 1,324 sq ft with a 50% extension and 

external garage confirmed.
●  Barn Conversion – 7,739 sq ft
●  Class Q Conversion – 3,391 sq ft
●  Class Q Conversion – 1,076 sq ft
●  Class Q Conversion – 1,076 sq ft

●  Class Q Conversion – 1,076 sq ft
●  Class Q Conversion – 2,196 sq ft
Johnson Massey Developments Ltd is owned by Carl Massey 

and Tony Johnson, who have 25 years’ experience of building high 
quality and individual homes in York and the surrounding villages. 
This includes the recently completed development at Hemingbrough.

Carl Massey of Johnson Massey Developments Ltd commented, 
“We are very excited by the prospect of the new site at Appleton 
Roebuck. This is a fantastic opportunity to create some highly 
desirable properties in such a sought after location. The consented 
properties are to be built in a unique style, combining modern and 
sustainable technologies whilst reflecting the site’s military history. 
The 16 acre site creates a generous space for each home, and the 
landscape design will encourage nature and biodiversity - reflecting 
the beauty of the area.”

Steven Soper, Associate in Carter Jonas’ Leeds office commented, 
“Carter Jonas was pleased to be chosen to market this unique 
opportunity. The properties will sit within a very desirable location 
and their future inhabitants will benefit from high quality modern 
conversions. We very much look forward to viewing the end 
product”.

Morrisons Helps Food Banks Morrisons Helps Food Banks 
And Community Groups With And Community Groups With 
Christmas ‘Giving Tree’Christmas ‘Giving Tree’
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Historic England has published its annual Heritage at Risk 
Register for 2021. The Register is the yearly health-check 
of England’s most valued historic places and those most 
at risk of being lost forever as a result of neglect, decay or 
inappropriate development.

Over the last year, 17 historic buildings sites in Yorkshire have 
been removed from the Register. Many have been saved thanks to 
the hard work and dedication of local communities and owners, 
who have come together with public funders to rescue places 
despite the challenges wrought by the Covid-19 pandemic over 
the past 18 months.

Over the past year Historic England has awarded £1.8 million 
in grants to historic places in Yorkshire, more than £800,000 of 
which came from the Government’s Culture Recovery Fund. 

Four sites in Yorkshire have been added to the Register because 
of concerns about their condition. They are at risk of being lost 
forever as a result of neglect, decay or inappropriate development.

Trevor Mitchell, Regional Director for the North East and 
Yorkshire at Historic England said: “Our heritage is an anchor 
for us all in testing times. It provides beautiful places that make 
us feel good.  This year’s Register shows that looking after our 
historic places can contribute to the country’s economic and 
social recovery as well as bring communities together to enjoy 
their surroundings.

“The 17 sites saved this year in Yorkshire show what’s possible 
with strong partnerships investing together to secure public 
benefits. Agencies such as Natural England, the National Lottery 

Heritage Fund and Historic England recognise the importance 
that historic places have for their local communities. Whether it’s 
an overgrown pleasure ground, an abandoned anti-aircraft site, 
or the forgotten cradle of Leeds’ trading power, it’s clear that 
restoring our heritage improves people’s lives.”

Heritage Minister Nigel Huddleston said: "I'm delighted that so 
many famous landmarks have been removed from the Heritage 
at Risk register in 2021. We've supported the sector throughout 
the pandemic with our unprecedented Culture Recovery Fund 
and it's great news to see this investment, along with other 
financial support, having such a positive impact. Heritage helps 
us understand our past and bringing old buildings and sites back 
into public use helps us to level up communities, create growth 
and protect these important assets for future generations."

Sites Rescued And Removed From The Heritage Sites Rescued And Removed From The Heritage 
At Risk Register In 2021 Yorkshire Include:At Risk Register In 2021 Yorkshire Include:
SAVED: Plumpton Rocks, HarrogateSAVED: Plumpton Rocks, Harrogate

Considered one of the finest 18th century landscapes in the 
North of England, it was twice painted by JMW Turner.

SAVED: First White Cloth Hall, LeedsSAVED: First White Cloth Hall, Leeds
The hall represents the beginnings of the city’s wealth, through 

its successful cloth trade.

SAVED: Butt Farm anti-aircraft site, East RidingSAVED: Butt Farm anti-aircraft site, East Riding
First operational in 1941, it was built to defend Hull from the 

attacks of high-flying bombers in World War II.

SAVED: Howardian Hills Monument Management SAVED: Howardian Hills Monument Management 
SchemeScheme

As a result of the scheme, 16 scheduled monuments have been 
removed from the Register and six have seen their condition 
improve.

Full list of sites removed in 2021 from the Full list of sites removed in 2021 from the 
Heritage at Risk Register in YorkshireHeritage at Risk Register in Yorkshire

●  Henry Simpson's Barn, Appletreewick, Craven, North 
Yorkshire

●  Butterton Bridge, Sawley / Warsill, North Yorkshire
●  Round barrow in the west of Scarrish Wood, Barton-le-Street, 

North Yorkshire
●  Alum quarries and works 800m north of Sandsend Bridge, 

Lythe, Scarborough, North Yorkshire
●  Round barrow 545m NNW of Wool Knoll, Hovingham, 

North Yorkshire
●  Two round barrows 600m NNE of the north east corner of 

North Ings Plantation, Commondale, Scarborough, North 
Yorkshire

●  Round barrow 170m north of Wool Knoll, Hovingham, North 
Yorkshire

●  Alum works at Kettleness, Lythe, Scarborough, North 
Yorkshire

●  Site S of Maiden's Grave Farm, Burton Fleming, East Riding 
of Yorkshire

●  Cross dyke 600m north west of Easthorpe Farm, Appleton-le-
Street with Easthorpe, North Yorkshire

●  Wesleyan Chapel and Hall, The Green, Slingsby, North 
Yorkshire

●  Round barrow 350m south west of Moor House Farm, 
Hovingham, North Yorkshire

●  Section of the Cleave Dyke system 200m south east of 
Yorkshire Gliding Club, Kilburn High and Low, Hambleton, 
North Yorkshire

●  Plumpton Rocks, Plompton, North Yorkshire
●  Heavy Anti-aircraft gunsite, 350m west of Butt Farm, 

Walkington, East Riding of Yorkshire
●  Cockan Cross wayside cross 600m west of Fox Hole Crag, 

Bransdale, Ryedale, North Yorkshire
●  First Leeds White Cloth Hall, 98-101 (consecutive), Kirkgate, 

Leeds, West Yorkshire

Full list of sites added in 2021 to the Heritage at Full list of sites added in 2021 to the Heritage at 
Risk Register in YorkshireRisk Register in Yorkshire

●  Low Whita (Bells) Farm (West), Grinton, Richmondshire, 
North Yorkshire

●  Low Whita (Bells) Farm (East), Grinton, Richmondshire, 
North Yorkshire

●  Round barrow 300m south west of Cot Nab Farm, Bishop 
Wilton, East Riding of Yorkshire

●  15 and 16, St Hilda’s Terrace, Whitby, North Yorkshire

NYMR Announces New Contractor For Vital Bridge Reconstruction Work
The North Yorkshire Moors Railway (NYMR) has named 

VolkerLaser as the contractor to carry out the reconstruction 
work on Bridges 24 and 25 at Goathland, between January and 
March 2022.

The £1.26 million reconstruction work is only one part of the 
NYMR’s ‘Yorkshire’s Magnificent Journey’ project, a £10 million 
project to ensure future generations can enjoy the 180-year-old 
railway. It has been made possible thanks to generous funding 
from The National Lottery Heritage Fund, the European Union, 
NYMR’s Local Enterprise Partnership and kind donations from 
many supporters.

This project is split into seven projects dedicated to preserving the 
railway for future generations. Other key YMJ projects include the 
recently-opened £4 million Carriage Stable at Pickering, and The 
Outstation, its Volunteer Development Hub at Stape.

The appointment of VolkerLaser to replace the wrought iron and 
steel bridges, which cross Eller Beck at Goathland, follows the 
collapse earlier this year of engineering firm, Cleveland Bridge, 
which was originally scheduled to carry out the work.

Tim Bruce, Director of Civil Engineering at NYMR, commented:  
“Our bridges are absolutely crucial for an operating railway and 

ensuring that future generations will be able to enjoy this historic 
route. Some of our bridges are over 150 years old and, despite 
regular maintenance work to care for them and prolong their lives, 
the metalwork is starting to show its age. The renewal of bridges 
24 and 25 is essential to ensure that we can run passenger trains 
hauled by heavy steam engines over them for many years to come. 
Despite some delays due to COVID and Cleveland Bridge going 
into liquidation this Summer, we are delighted that VolkerLaser is 
stepping in to deliver the project in line with our original timescales."

Jim Mawson, Operations Director for Steel at VolkerLaser, said: “It 
is great to have been awarded this contract, and to work for NYMR 
in delivering the final piece of its “Yorkshire’s Magnificent Journey” 
project.  As the new contractor responsible for delivering the project, 
following the collapse of the previous principal contractor, and after 
a 12 month delay due to the COVID-19 pandemic, our goal is to 
help our client secure the scheduled delivery of these two bridges. 
VolkerLaser will be working tirelessly with the client’s team to 
deliver a successful outcome.”

The NYMR needs a further £300,000 to fund the work on Bridges 
24 and 25, finally completing its YMJ projects. To donate, please go 
to nymr.co.uk/ymj

■ Locomotive A1 ‘Tornado’ crossing 
Bridge 25. Image © Charlotte Graham

Historic England Reveals State Historic England Reveals State 
Of Heritage In YorkshireOf Heritage In Yorkshire

■ Plumpton rocks
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RAGLAN HOUSE, RAGLAN STREET, HARROGATE HG1 1LE

THE HARROGATE

LAW FIRM

HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED OR 
BEEN THE VICTIM OF MEDICAL 
NEGLIGENCE?

IF YOU HAVE BEEN INJURED AT WORK, IN A PUBLIC PLACE, IN A 
ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENT OR BEEN THE VICTIM OF MEDICAL 
NEGLIGENCE SPEAK TO DAVID TO FIND OUT WHERE YOU STAND 
AND GET THE COMPENSATION YOU DESERVE.

WE OFFER NO WIN NO FEE ARRANGEMENTS ON ALL CLAIMS  
SO THERE IS NO FINANCIAL RISK TO YOU.

FOR A FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 
CALL US ON 01423 564551 
OR EMAIL AP@POWELL-EDDISON.CO.UK
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GARDENING

BY MARTIN S WALKERBY MARTIN S WALKER

A Time For Cheer And Laughter Too, A Time For Cheer And Laughter Too, 
A Happy Christmas From Me To YouA Happy Christmas From Me To You
As autumn drifts into winter the pace of work in the garden 

slows considerably, although there are still tidying up and 
repair jobs to do in order to be ready for spring. Our thoughts 
are less about finding jobs to do and more about celebrating 
the season of year and spending time with friends and family. 
Christmas is looming and all that goes with it are demanding 
our attention and time. Nurseries and garden centres are 
welcoming visitors who are looking to inject a little seasonal 
cheer, with potted plants and bulbs. Poinsettias, cyclamen, 
hyacinths and narcissus are specially grown to brighten the 
gloomy winter days. Choosing carefully will help ensure that 
your seasonal displays will stay fresh well into the new year.

Poinsettias are perhaps the most purchased pot plant at this 
time of year, and the traditional red cultivars have been joined 
by a ever increasing range from white, through lemon, pink and 
burgundy and even variegated, so there is bound to be one to suit 
our constantly changing colour and decoration tastes. 

How well they survive depends on a number of quite important 
points, When purchasing it is just as important to consider how 
they are being kept and displayed as how healthy they look. 

Buying a plant that has or is sat on a trolley outside the shop, or 
left on a draughty shelf with little light reaching the plant are key 
factors in why plants fail when you get them home. They may 
seem fine for a day or so but then the leaves begin to wilt, so your 
instinct is to water and the waterlogged compost then encouraged 
fungal attack which starts to kill the roots, wilting leaves turn 
yellow and very soon all you are left with is a few green sticks 
with a whorl of red bracts(modified leaves) on top. 

Ideally try purchase a plant that is growing alongside other 
poinsettias in a greenhouse where they have the ideal light and 
draught free conditions and aftercare. Ask for the plant to be 
wrapped in paper or film to protect it on the journey home. Once 
home check that the compost is damp but not waterlogged and 
place in a saucer or dish with 1.5cm (3/4inch) of fine gravel, in 
a room that is not too warm. The gravel and saucer will make 
it easier to water. It can be placed in a more prominent position 
when you have family and friends round, but returning to a 
slightly cooler room will keep them going longer. If positioning 
on a windowsill, move to a table if you draw the curtains at night. 

Poinsettias prefer a temperature of between 55-60○F ( 13 - 
15○C), so not too warm, and good light but not in direct sunlight 
or draughts. 

As for keeping them for future years, my advice is that it is quite 
tricky and even if you keep it going throughout the following 
months, they never seem to produce as good a display as 
previously. Commercial growers start a new crop every year from 
cuttings, which in themselves have a unique vigour. Developing 

the grower's specialist skills and providing the controlled 
environment necessary to encourage healthy well coloured bracts 
is quite frankly more trouble than it is worth. 

It may seem a waste but the best place for the poinsettia once it 
has lost its appeal is the compost heap and whilst this may seem 
a little harsh, it will eventually end up as well rotted compost to 
mulch and feed your garden.

Why is it that most fresh Christmas trees are an awkward shape? 
What I mean is that younger trees tend to be almost as wide at 
the bottom as they are in height, making them difficult to fit in 
the average room. Also the top can be thin and spindly creating 
problems when trying to create the typical pyramid display. 
When Christmas trees were first used as a seasonal display they 
were hung upside down, which some how makes them seem less 
awkward, sadly the process of trying to achieve this is perhaps 
more of a challenge.

When buying a Christmas tree we have a dilemma, do we buy 
early to get the best looking or leave it until Christmas eve and 
bag a bargain? Both have their drawbacks but there are a few 
things you can do to help make them last a little longer before 
the needles drop. As for no drop trees, whilst they may last a little 
longer inevitably the needles or at least some of them will drop. 
If you do buy early and are not ready to bring it into the house cut 
about 7.5 cm ( 3 inches) off the bottom and stand in a large bucket 
filled with water, outside in a sheltered place. These trees have 
grown through several winters so are quite hardy, and providing 
they are able to draw water they should be fine. On mild days you 
can spray over the foliage with water to help reduce water loss if 
it has been a little windy or dare I say it warm.

Dropping needles is probably the most annoying thing about 
fresh Christmas trees, and whilst I cannot guarantee they won't 
drop there are a few things you can do to reduce this. With cut 
trees, place them in a container that will hold water and top up 
every few days. There are some very good tree stands with water 
reservoir on the market. Ideally place the tree away from direct 
heat and strong sunlight, well away from radiators and other 
heat sources. Turn the heating down a little and buy a Christmas 
jumper. Led Christmas lights are not only more energy efficient 
but do not generate as much heat so do not dry the tree as quickly. 
Finally place a sheet over the floor a little larger than the width of 
the tree to catch needles, its much easier to clear up afterwards. 

If you do not have space to accommodate a tree or don't fancy 
the challenge of clearing up all the needles then a few carefully 
arranged branches of an evergreen shrub, such as holly, in a tall 
pot filled with sand can offer a great alternative to a Christmas 
tree. If you can find some with berries on then thats a bonus. Just 
decorate as you would your tree.

Top Tip -  Top Tip -  
Tree-Cycle?Tree-Cycle?
The last thing on our minds at the moment is what to do 

with the fresh Christmas tree once all the celebrations are 
over, often thrown into the garden after a frustrating ten 
minutes trying to negotiate the doors or windows without the 
remaining 6 million needles dropping onto the carpet. Often 
vowing never to buy a fresh tree again, although in reality, the 
smell of fresh pine is as much about celebrating Christmas as 
is a banquet of delights.

So what to do with that tree? Well, I can’t help with the needle 
problem although if you placed a mat or cloth under the tree 
before decorating, then this will catch most of the drop, a careful 
but firm shake once all the decorations are removed will dislodge 
most of the needles. A good tip is to remove the lower branches 
whilst it is still in position, use loppers rather than a saw as it's 
much easier. These can be placed in a bag or old bedsheet to 
transport them out into the garden.

The same is true of the tree, a large bedsheet wrapped around 
the whole tree will hopefully avoid scratching the paintwork and 
the final needle drop. 

Once outside then what to do? Well I’m from Yorkshire and 
one thing we are famous for is recycling ( and being careful with 
money), so what can we do with a defunct Christmas tree? The 
lower branches even devoid of needles make great plant supports, 
cut the stem at an angle, it makes it easier to push in the ground, 
trim off about  15cm (6ins) of the lower side shoots and hey 
presto you have a plant support, two or three of these pushed into 
the soil around straggly perennials will give the plant support as 
it develops and reduce the risk of it flopping everywhere. Any 
needles left on the tree will drop in time and be disguised by the 
developing plants.

As for the remainder of the tree, again cut the bottom of the 
stem at an angle or better still trim like a tree stake. Then remove 
the bottom 30 - 45cm of branches, (these can make more smaller 
plant supports). If the bottom of the tree is still quite wide, trim the 
branches back a little to create a column like ladder arrangement. 
The intention is to have a single stem with branches sticking out 
for plants to climb up. 

What you have now is a perfect structure that can be pushed into 
the soil in a space in the border to grow climbing annuals, like 
sweet peas, or in the vegetable garden to grow peas or climbing 
beans. 

The Christmas tree's natural shape is quite attractive and rather 
than buy expensive obelisks, using them as plant supports does 
much the same thing. You may get a couple of years out of them 
after which they can be cut up and disposed of on the compost 
heap, or burnt on bonfire night.

Any needles you collected during its stay indoors can be placed 
directly on the compost heap or directly onto the garden. They 
will slowly rot down and who knows, they may deter slugs too.

Have a very relaxing Christmas and be ready for New Year 
gardening.

Martin
Next month, check on climbing plants and vines, planting fruit 

bushes and cutting back perennials.
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Festive Plants That Are Easy To Care For
Brits are being offered advice on the easiest festive house 

plants to care for this Christmas.
Experts at GardeningExpress.co.uk have investigated the low 

maintenance plants to make the perfect Christmas centrepiece.
They’ve looked at varieties including traditional festive foliage 

choices like poinsettia, holly, and rosemary, all the way to unusual 
blooms like the Christmas cactus, desert roses and African violets.

Festive families looking to take an organic approach to their 
Christmas decorations can also take inspiration and deck their 
halls with pretty plants.

With growing concerns about plastic use, they’re much more 
eco-friendly options and are reusable year after year with the 
right care.

Chris Bonnett from GardeningExpress.co.uk said: “There are 
some fantastically festive plants and flowers which are easy 
to care for during the chillier months and will add the spirit of 
Christmas to any room.

“Many of these blooms also make for beautiful presents, so are 
worth bearing in mind when buying for green-fingered friends or 
family members.”

“Whilst these varieties are easy to care for, they can be pretty 
picky with heat and light. A windowsill might seem like a good 
idea, but the temperature really fluctuates in front of the glass in 
the winter, especially if there’s a radiator underneath.

“Avoid draughts and hot spots near radiators or fires too. 
Instead, display them somewhere that’s bright yet maintains a 
steady temperature.”

GardeningExpress.co.uk’s seven festive plants that are easy to 
care for:

Red Lion (Amaryllis)

The massive, six-pointed amaryllis bloom makes an impressive 
festive decoration and a support stake will be handy for keeping 
big blooms upright. Plant the bulbs no later than the beginning 
of November and keep the soil moist, but not drenched. When 
flowering, the bright red blooms will enjoy a semi-cool, humid 
spot in the home with bright, indirect light and plenty of moisture. 
In spring, return the plant to a sunny area and water well.

Poinsettia (Euphorbia Pulcherrima)

Poinsettias are a pretty, bright plant that is widely grown indoors 
over Christmas for their beautiful, red bracts. They should only 
be watered once the compost has begun to dry out. Overwatering 
poinsettias can really damage the plant, instead, regularly misting 
the plant with a spray bottle is beneficial, especially when flowering.

Christmas Cactus (Schlumbergera)

The Christmas cactus is nothing to do with either the Christmas 
tradition or the story of Christ’s birth, but they are easy to maintain 
during cooler months. They look amazing too, flowering from 
late November all the way to late January. They will live happily 
in humid environments like kitchens and bathrooms, as they grow 
in tropical rainforests in the wild. During the summer months, 
when the risk of frost has gone, they can be placed outside. This 
will help to ripen new growth and encourages flowering. Keep 
them in a shady spot and protect them from slugs.

Rosemary (Salvia Rosmarinus)

Rosemary is the most authentic Christmas plant about, as it’s 
thought to be one of the plants in the manger where baby Jesus 
was cradled.

The plant is an attractive evergreen shrub with needle-like 
leaves, and it is super easy to care for. Provide the herb with well-
drained, sandy soil and a solid amount of sunlight. These plants 
thrive in warm, humid environments and should be moved into a 
cosy spot in the home over the winter months.

 Desert Rose (Adenium)

These strong plants are native to regions with warm climates, 
so should be kept out of the cold at all costs. When kept as a 
house plant, they are the perfect specimens for nervous or 
novice gardeners. A fat trunk is an indicator of health on this 
plant, whereas a skinny stem is the plant screaming that it needs 
watering.

Holly (Ilex)

This Christmas classic is a symbol of eternal life and fertility. 
Back in the day, people believed that hanging the plant in homes 
would bring good luck and protection. When grown in the home, 
holly will thrive in moist soil positioned in slight suntraps. 
However, they aren’t just limited to December along with the 
decorations, they make a lovely year-round houseplant.

African Violets (Saintpaulia)

Whilst these aren’t the easiest plant to look after, they are 
blooming gorgeous. They take up a small amount of space in the 
home and can make a delightful display when a few are bunched 
together. African violet plants should be watered when the soil 
doesn’t feel moist with lukewarm or tepid water which has been 
left to stand for 48 hours. These fussy flowers will be well worth 
the beautiful blooms that come during colder climates.
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Trout Triumph As Small Fry Get To Be Big Fish In Yorkshire Rivers 
Thanks To A Donation From Tarmac

Biodiversity in the Yorkshire Dales is expected to flourish, thanks 
to a donation from Tarmac which means small fry have the chance 
of growing into big fish. 

If the native trout are flourishing, so too are other wild species such 
as kingfishers, herons and otters, according to a leading wildlife expert. 

“It’s a real mark of a healthy river system,” says Professor Jonathan 
Grey, of Lancaster University, and Research and Conservation Officer 
for the Wild Trout Trust. “If we get the habitat right, everything benefits 
and gets the chance to flourish.” 

Professor Grey said straightened river courses – often the result of 

modern agriculture methods, roads and railway lines, and industry – 
have altered the flow of rivers and streams, making them steeper and 
faster. This, in turn, affects the habitat in which trout lay their eggs, 
restricting the viability of the young fry in the early stages of their lives. 

But, sometimes, the simplest solutions are the best: introduce man-
made ways of restoring the rivers and streams to improve the habitat. 

Tarmac has donated 30 tonnes of gravel which was used to build up 
parts of the river at Halton Gill specifically for trout spawning habitat. 
This has led to remarkable results and now Professor Grey and his team 
are surveying the trout population at Haw Beck, which runs alongside 
the company’s Skipton Quarry. 

Professor Grey, with additional support from the Yorkshire Water 
Biodiversity Enhancement Fund for a project called TROUT (Tackling 
Resilience on Underperforming Tributaries), says he is already seeing 
success. 

“Introducing gravel to another site at Dauber Gill on the Nidd has 
demonstrated a 227% increase in trout production, and that success is 
what has spurred us on to try the same approach at Halton Gill. So, even 
these relatively modest projects can have a big impact,” he said. 

“Haw Beck that runs through the Skipton Quarry site could potentially 
be good spawning habitat for trout, which will also help other species, 
including kingfishers, heron and otters. As an ecologist, it is fantastic 
news. 

“As well as introducing gravel, other improvements will eventually 
include using woody material, small barrier removal, and tree planting 
along exposed sections. 

“I have protected the beck for 500 metres upstream of the Tarmac site 
and planted around 1,000 trees so the extent of protected waterway has 
already been increased. 

“Monitoring to date has shown potential for the trout population to 
increase by removing the bottlenecks on spawning habitat. The number 
of small fish – in the 60 to 70-millimetre category which are young trout 

in their first year of growth – is well up on last year, as a combined 
result of the work we have done and a better winter for spawning across 
Yorkshire.” 

Paul Parker, unit manager at Tarmac’s Skipton Quarry, said: 
“Sustainability is at the forefront of everything we do at Tarmac, and 
it’s rewarding to see that a simple donation of one of our many products 
might make a significant difference to the biodiversity of the area.” 

The TROUT project encompasses nine waterbodies, three on each of 
the Aire (including Haw Beck), Wharfe, and Nidd. 

■ WTT members surveying the trout 
population on Haw Beck at Tarmac site

−−− BY LINDA JENKINSON −−−

One of the questions I get asked the most as a birdwatching 
guide is “what’s your favourite bird?”. Despite spending a 
whole session answering questions about ornithology and bird 
identification, I find this the most difficult one to answer when 
I’m out in the field. Ask me the same question when I’m at home 
and I’d say immediately that it’s a drake smew, a tiny diving 
duck related to our resident goosander. 

The smew’s breeding population spreads across Europe and Asia 
with wintering birds moving south of their breeding range, our closest 

winter population being in the Netherlands. When temperatures 
fall on the continent, most will travel further south but about 100 
individuals will travel across the North Sea and spend the rest of the 
winter in the UK. Where they will turn up is uncertain, but individuals 
tend to be faithful to particular patches, returning to the same place 
each year. Luckily, we usually get at least one bird on my local patch 
in the lower Aire valley.

Like goosanders, male and female smew look very different and 
females, commonly referred to as redheads, are seen more often than 
the males. It’s sometimes possible to see more than one female at a 
time but males are usually alone. The sight of their strikingly beautiful 
plumage, and charismatic behaviour, is an experience worth waiting 
for and I think it’s their general absence that makes my heart grow 
fonder as the years go by. Watching one displaying with goldeneye 
is a sight to behold. 

So why do I struggle to answer the question about my favourite bird 
when I’m out in the field? Well, I think it’s because, as a birdwatching 
guide, I’m so privileged to see most species in great detail through 
my high-powered telescope. I’m watching the seasons come and 
go bringing a range of different species in a variety of different 
plumages and observing extraordinary behaviour on a regular basis. 
I’m constantly in awe by being surrounded by the natural world and 
at times it can be overwhelming. During classes, when I’m asked to 
suddenly bring to mind my favourite bird, my mind is awash with 
thousands of wonderful images and action replays. It’s hard to make 
a choice. I usually say that I’m generally loving the one that I’m with 
at the time. Very Crosby, Stills and Nash - “if you can’t be with the 
one you love, love the one you’re with”. 

Recently, my inability to choose my favourite bird when asked again, 
made me wonder why it is that the robin outcompetes every other 
species, in every British survey. The robin is undoubtably Britain’s 

favourite and was also chosen in a recent (but sadly, unsuccessful) 
campaign to become our national bird. Thinking back to my personal 
experiences and the reasons for my indecisiveness, I’m convinced 
that it’s the confiding nature of the robin, and the ability to see it in 
great detail, that makes it a favourite of so many. Throughout the year 
they appear before us as we dig our garden. They sit beside us in a 
tree as we refill our bird feeders, singing gently. They’re more likely 
than other birds to take mealworms from our hands if we’re quiet and 
patient. How could we not love robins? 

During December, the robin becomes an even more familiar sight in 
our homes as we display our Christmas cards filled with fond wishes 
from friends and family. Perhaps the images and the sentiments inside 
create and even stronger association between robins and feelings of 
wellbeing. Enjoy your robins this Christmas time and I wish you 
health and happiness over the festive season. 

Linda Jenkinson teaches people about birds in and around Leeds. 
For details of indoor and outdoor classes email linda@startbirding.
co.uk or call 07778 768719. Visit www.startbirding.co.uk or Start 
Birding on Facebook and Twitter. 

The World Of Birds
Love The One You’re With 

■ Gravel, donated by Tarmac, forming new 
spawning beds in the beck at Halton Gill
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Visit Langlands this Christmas

ONLINE CHRISTMAS STORE IS NOW OPEN!ONLINE CHRISTMAS STORE IS NOW OPEN!

Enjoy the magic of Christmas this year at Langlands Garden Centre. Our
spectacular displays are sure to get you in the festive spirit with four

themes to explore! Santa will also be joining us in our Christmas
department this year so why not pay him and his cheeky elves a visit?

With fun for all the family, Langlands is the perfect place to visit.

VISIT US ONLINE WWW.LANGLANDSGARDENCENTRE.CO.UK @LANGLANDSGC Langlands Garden Centre

Call: 01430 873426    sales@langlandsgardencentre.co.uk
Langlands Garden Centre, York Road, Shiptonthorpe, York, YO43 3PN

ALSO FIND US IN:

Whinmoor, Leeds LS15 4NF
Call: 0113 273 1949

Loxley, Sheffield, S6 6SN
Call: 0114 285 1487
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The 1970s was undoubtedly and indisputably the Golden Era 
of the Christmas Hit Single. Of course there had been Xmas hits 
before then, stretching back to Bing Crosby’s “White Christmas” in 
the 1940s and then courtesy of Dean Martin and Nat King Cole in 
the 1950s and Brenda Lee and the Ronettes in the 1960s. However 
Christmas time in the 1970s saw an “avalanche” of Christmas hit 
singles, the like of which we have not witnessed before or since!!
It all started quite innocuously in 1972 when John Lennon and John Lennon and 
Yoko Ono Yoko Ono released “Happy Xmas, War is Over” “Happy Xmas, War is Over”, which 
ostensibly was an anti Vietnam War song. Little did the arch innovator 
Lennon know what he was unleashing. For the following year 1973 saw 
SladeSlade release “Merry Xmas Everybody”“Merry Xmas Everybody” and Wizzard “I Wizzard “I 
Wish it could be Xmas Everyday”Wish it could be Xmas Everyday”, which were fantastic feel 

good songs, the perfect antidote to the Miners’ Strikes and resulting 
misery in the UK caused by power cuts and blackouts and the industrial 
three day week!!

In 1974 MudMud, having seen the success the previous year of fellow 
Glam Rockers Slade, matched them by holding the Christmas No1 
with “Lonely this christmas”“Lonely this christmas”, spot for four weeks. From then 
onwards throughout the rest of the decade, it became almost mandatory 
for the leading pop acts to release a festive ditty!! For me, the best 
Christmas hit song came in 1975, when quite unexpectedly Greg Greg 
LakeLake of Prog Rock band Emerson Lake & Palmer found himself a 
wise man’s camel hair’s breadth from being the Christmas No1 with 
“I Believe in Father Christmas”“I Believe in Father Christmas”. He was only denied the 
rare achievement and status of “One Hit Wonder No1” by the equally 

sublime song “Bohemian Rhapsody” by Queen.

Paul McCartney's "Wonderful Christmastime"Paul McCartney's "Wonderful Christmastime" which 
ended the decade might be the most divisive Christmas song in existence. 
To some, the twee keyboard tune sounds like twinkling Tannenbaum 
lights; to others, it is the sound of cold shivers up and down the spine. 
But there is one thing about the 1979 single that we can all agree on 
— it gets a lot of airplay around the holidays. No wonder, Paul is a 
Beatle, after all. Still, it got us thinking about less often heard Christmas 
songs that are overlooked from the decade in general when it comes to 
Christmas classics.  And they are these gems;

Roberta Flack - "25th of Last December"Roberta Flack - "25th of Last December"
Not every Xmas tune needs to be merry and bright. In fact, melancholy 

and blue is a nice change of pace. Flack's mellow acoustic number is for 
those who appreciate the sentiment of Elvis' "Blue Christmas" but want 
a little more ice and soul.

Elton John - "Step Into Christmas"Elton John - "Step Into Christmas"
How could you not love a single that comes bundled with a B-side 

called ""Ho, Ho, Ho (Who'd Be a Turkey at Christmas)"? Considering 
how big it was in 1973, this giddy, galloping B-Side is hardly ever played

Dana - "It's Gonna Be a Cold, Cold Christmas"Dana - "It's Gonna Be a Cold, Cold Christmas"
The Irish crooner might have easily been mistaken for the Carpenters 

of Captain & Tennille in 1975. She later became a Member of the 
European Parliament.

Kate Bush - "December Will Be Magic Again"Kate Bush - "December Will Be Magic Again"
In 1979, Kate Bush hosted her very own baroque and delightfully 

bonkers Christmas special on television. This was the standout 
number from the showcase, as the 21-year-old sang of "Bing Crosby," 
"mistletoe," "mystery" and "magic."

Chris De Burgh - "A Spaceman Came Travelling"Chris De Burgh - "A Spaceman Came Travelling"
First released in 1975, this track gained far more popularity a decade 

later on the heels of De Burgh's breakthrough "Lady in Red." He turned 
the Christmas tale into something extra-terrestrial, but the big hook here 
is the catchy "Na Na Na Na Na Na Na Na" in the chorus.

George Harrison - "Ding Dong, Ding Dong"George Harrison - "Ding Dong, Ding Dong"
We shouldn't be surprised that George remains overshadowed by 

Paul's "Wonderful Christmastime" and John's "Happy Xmas (War Is 
Over)" when it comes to holiday classics. To be fair, this single off his 
underrated album Dark Horse is technically a New Year's anthem, but 
with its chiming bells and upbeat mood, it merits a spin every time the 
big ball drops at midnight.

70's - The 70's - The 
Golden Era Of Golden Era Of 

Christmas Hits! Christmas Hits!   
By Stuart GlossopBy Stuart Glossop

■ Image © People in Pictures

Andrea Bocelli To Rebroadcast Record-Breaking Holiday Andrea Bocelli To Rebroadcast Record-Breaking Holiday 
Livestream Believe In Christmas EncoreLivestream Believe In Christmas Encore

To ring in the 2021 holiday season, celebrate a very special night 
with world-renowned Italian tenor Andrea Bocelli for a worldwide 
livestream event Believe In Christmas Encore on December 10-12.  
The record-breaking performance was produced last year during 
the pandemic and became one of the most successful classical events 
of all time, bringing together a record-breaking global audience and 
introducing the world to Bocelli’s 8-year-old daughter and star of the 
show Virginia Bocelli. 

Viewers can tune in before the premiere at 7:30pm local time for a 
special never before seen, behind the scenes documentary about the 
making of the event featuring interviews with the cast and crew, and of 
course Andrea Bocelli himself.

Pollstar raved about the concert event saying “Everything about 
Andrea Bocelli’s ticketed livestream ‘Believe In Christmas Concert’ at 
Italy’s majestic Teatro Regio di Parma Opera House was pitch perfect: 
gorgeous production led by Franco Dragone (Cirque Du  Soleil), 
flawless stage direction by Giorgio Testi for Pulse Films; special guest 
appearances by Zucchero Fornaciari, Cecilia Bartoli and Clara Barbier 
Serrano; creative choreography and interplay between a full orchestra, 
chorus and dancers; successful promotion and livestreaming technology 
via UK-based platform Driift; a tie-in with Bocelli’s stunning new 
Decca/Universal album Believe; and, of course, the Italian tenor’s 
mellifluous voice, itself beyond compare; and, one more thing, an 
8-year old girl who stole the show.”  

The other unexpected star turn came from the venue itself, the 
stunning Teatro Regio di Parma built in 1829.  The historic venue was 
used to full effect to create a gorgeous backdrop for the production.  In 
addition to Christmas favourites, the performance also includes songs 
from Andrea Bocelli's latest album, Believe, along with a full-orchestra 
accompaniment and features surprise guests alongside the sumptuous 
visuals. 

“It was a moment of pure enchantment, for me and my family: a 
Christmas wonderland blooming and enshrined within one of the most 
beautiful opera houses in the world,” shared Bocelli. “It was a tender 
debut for my daughter Virginia and a show in which we symbolically 
took the hand of the world to finally turn the page, bolstered by the 
magic of the spirit of Christmas, thanks to music that rose to prayer, 

dispensing smiles and positive energy. December and the loveliest 
time of the year are back, and I am particularly happy that ‘Believe In 
Christmas’ is being streamed again: it will be nice to hold hands again 
and – with music – exchange a wish that can go beyond words and 
reach the hearts of each of you, as is my hope.”

Believe In Christmas is promoted and produced by Driift, the 
pioneering livestream business behind ticketed online events for artists 
including Niall Horan, Nick Cave, Kylie Minogue, Laura Marling and 
Biffy Clyro.

Bocelli is currently back on the road for his largest tour to date, 
with two upcoming nights at the legendary Madison Square Garden 
in New York City on December 15th and 16th. The tour features 
Bocelli alongside some of the top orchestras in the country. The North 
American dates are to be followed by shows in Europe for the new year, 
before returning to the US for his highly-anticipated annual ‘In Concert 
for Valentine’s’ tour in February. For complete tour details, visit www.
andreabocelli.com.

Fans can choose to stream the premieres of Andrea Bocelli: Believe 
In Christmas - Encore on Friday, December 10, with tickets available 
for purchase by fans:

• UK, Ireland & Europe: 8pm GMT, 9pm CET 
Back by popular demand, tickets to Andrea Bocelli: Believe In 

Christmas – Encore will be available from;
www.dreamstage.live/show/andrea-bocelli priced from £15.00.
A portion of the proceeds will benefit The Andrea Bocelli Foundation. 

■ Image © Luca Rossetti
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There’s magic in the air this Christmas in Ryedale, North 
Yorkshire, because fairy-tales are being brought to real life in 
an enchanting season of festive events.  The Holly King will be 
joined by a cast of mythical creatures to cast a spell on family 
and friends, with happy endings guaranteed for those who 
want to make the most of precious time spent together.

Phillip Spurr, Programme Director of Place and Resources for 
Ryedale District Council, said: “Many of us will be spending our 
first Christmas with family and friends for a long time and could 
be feeling the pressure to make festive days-out extra special 
and memorable.  Right across Ryedale, in North Yorkshire, local 
attractions have waved their magic wands to make sure that their 
visitors will have an out-of-this world experience and get right 
into the Christmas spirit.”

The fairy kingdom of Ryedale can be explored at the following 
venues – pre-booking essential:

●  At Castle Howard, step through the wardrobe into the mystical 
land of Narnia, where the stately home’s grand interiors will 
be lavishly and theatrically decorated to recreate C S Lewis’ 
classic fairy-tale world, all crowned by the iconic 25-foot 
Christmas tree.  From 13 November to 3 January.

●  At England’s only Fairy Sanctuary, the Northwood Trail, meet 
St Nicholas - the Holly King - and his Lady Winter, in their 
Winter Woodland Grotto.  They are ancient fairy folk from the 
Christmas of the Green Past, crowned in evergreens and ivy, 
and together you will celebrate the season with an evening of 
storytelling, lantern-lit fairy trails and fairy winter displays.   
Northwood’s Christmas is one of the ancient fairy folk, of 
Christmas of the Green Past, crowned in evergreens and ivy.  
Selected dates from 5 – 23 December.

●  Enjoy a magical adventure with Santa and his elves on board 
the North Yorkshire Moors Railway’s famous Santa Express, 
for an unforgettable Christmas train journey.  Selected dates 
between 4 – 24 December, from Pickering or Grosmont 
stations.

●  In a winter wonder-woodland, fairies (of all ages) will be 
enthralled to see Winter Owls waltzing by torchlight through 
the trees; while Tiny Owls will be enchanting onlookers 
prancing in the Christmas Tree Cottage, all during the must-
experience Winter Owl Evenings at the National Bird of 
Prey Centre in Helmsley.  Every Saturday from now until 
Christmas.

●  “Everywhere peace, everywhere serenity, and a marvellous 
freedom from the tumult of the world...” – for almost 1000 
years, otherworldly Rievaulx Abbey has eased the hearts and 
souls of wandering pilgrims, and it has become a lifeline for 
many winter walkers seeking a retreat from the stress of the 
Christmas season.  For this reason, the abbey is open extra 
hours during the festive season, including every weekend 
during December, then daily from 26 December – 2 January.

●  At Helmsley Castle, it’s easy to imagine courtly knights and 
ladies of medieval romance amongst the dramatic ringwork 
ruins.  Explore the eerily-empty state apartments, once 
resounding with masques and music, with its views over the 
pleasure parkland and tournament field; or the impressive 
ramparts, as if scooped out of the stone by a giant’s hand!  
Open every Friday – Sunday until Christmas.

●  Can you spot the Gruffalo?  In Dalby Forest, favourite 
woodland characters come to life in the trees, thanks to the 
magic of virtual reality; and you can swing from the tree-tops 
Jungle Book-style at Go Ape.  Open throughout December 
until Christmas.

●  Wander through the wintry fairy-size gardens of Helmsley 
Walled Garden, the star of recent movie Secret Garden, based on 
Frances Hodgson Burnett’s classic children’s novel and starring 
Colin Firth, and Julie Walters.  Open until 24 December.

●  Lapland comes to Flamingo Land this Christmas, as visitors 
get a chance to join Santa’s elves in a magical festive land that 
includes Santa’s Grotto and Magical Toy Shop, the Reindeer 
Paddock, a chance to meet Peter Rabbit, and Mrs Claus’ Kitchen, 
where there will be Merry Marshmallow-Making and Magical 
Milkshakes, plus a chance to ‘talk to the animals’ in the award-
winning Zoo.  Weekends in December, and daily between 20 – 
24 December.

●  For a winter walk with a darker side, journey to the mysterious 
‘deserted medieval village’ of Wharram Percy, where the ‘living 
dead’ were discovered a few years ago by archaeologists. To 
prevent the dead from rising, their bodies had been decapitated 
and staked - the first evidence of ‘vampires’ (known as revenants 
in the Middle Ages) in Britain.  The village is only accessible 
today along a ¾ mile walk down into a steep-side valley, so isn’t 
for the faint-hearted, but set in the gloriously peaceful countryside 
of the Yorkshire Wolds, it’s hard to imagine such a supernatural 
story behind this fascinating site.  Free site, open all year.

Phillip adds: “For those who need more than a day away this winter, 
Ryedale makes a perfect get-away.  It’s one of the most tranquil and 
beautiful places in England - and it’s been a retreat for centuries.  
From ancient saints seeking blissful solitude, to England’s lords 
and ladies seeking life’s luxuries, Ryedale is something of a ‘fairy 
kingdom’ that feels a million miles away from everyday hubbub and 
stress – the perfect place to relax.  Here the stars are brighter, the food 
tastier, the horizons wider. Time meanders untroubled by the world 
outside – and you’ll never want to leave.”

If you’re tempted to book your luxury winter holiday, or take a trip 
to Ryedale for a magical day-out, visit;

www.visitryedale.co.uk

Fairytales Are Coming True This Christmas Fairytales Are Coming True This Christmas 
In Ryedale, North YorkshireIn Ryedale, North Yorkshire

■ The Long Gallery in Narnia, 
designed by Bretta Gerecke

■ NYMR Northern Lights Express Test 
Service 1. Image © Charlotte Graham

■ Christmas at Flamingo Land

■ Audience with Father Christmas. Image © Andy Bulmer
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WHAT'S ON
TV & STREAMING

01 December - Lost In Space, Season 
3 - Netflix

Netflix reboot of the classic tv series.
01 December - The Big Leap, Season 1 

- Disney+
A big-hearted, rowdy dramedy about a group of diverse, down-

on-their-luck characters attempting to change their lives by 
participating in a potentially life-ruining reality dance show that 
builds to a live production of Swan Lake.
01 December - Zoey’s Extraordinary 

Playlist, Season Special - Roku Channel  
Musical dramedy starring Jane Levy as Zoey, who begins to 

hear the innermost wants and desires of the people around her 
through songs. Cancelled but saved for the ‘Zoey’s Extraordinary 
Christmas’ special by Roku.
01 December - The Hot Zone: Anthrax, 

Season 2 - National Geographic
Inspired by the true events, the anthology drama follows stories 

of real-life viral outbreaks.
02 December - Yellowjackets, Season 

1 - Sky Atlantic
Equal parts survival epic, psychological horror story and 

coming-of-age drama, this is the saga of a team of wildly 
talented high school girls soccer players who become the (un)
lucky survivors of a plane crash deep in the remote northern 
wilderness.
03 December - Jurassic World: Camp 

Cretaceous, Season 4 - Netflix
Animated series which follows a group of six teenagers chosen 

for a once-in-a-lifetime experience at a new adventure camp on 
the opposite side of Isla Nublar.

03 December - Chucky, Season 1 - Sky 
Max

Series based around the red-haired, freckled-faced doll 
possessed by the soul of serial killer Charles Lee Ray.
05 December - The Great, Season 2 - 

StarzPlay
A satirical, comedic drama about the rise of Catherine the Great 

from outsider to the longest-reigning female ruler in Russia’s 
history.
06 December - Ragdoll, Season 1 - Alibi
A modern-day Faustian thriller, based on the novel by Daniel 

Cole.
07 December - Landscapers, Limited 

Season - Sky Atlantic
Inspired by real events, the drama explores the lives of 

convicted killers Susan and Christopher Edwards and asks how 
this devoted and mild-mannered couple came to kill Susan’s 
parents and bury them in the back garden of their Mansfield 
home.
08 December - Titans, Season 3 - Netflix
Another comic book series from Greg Berlanti. This one based 

around the Dick Grayson led team of ‘Titans’.
09 December - And Just Like That…, 

Season 1 - Sky Comedy
A revival of Sex and the City.
10 December - The Expanse, Season 6 

(Final) - Amazon Prime
Drama based on James S. A. Corey’s series of novels about a 

future where humanity has colonized the Solar System. 
17 December - The Witcher, Season 2 - 

Netflix
Drama series based on the globally popular fantasy saga from 

Polish writer Andrzej Sapkowski, which also spawned some 
hugely popular video games!

22 December - Emily In Paris, Season 
2 - Netflix

Dramedy starring Lily Collins about Emily, a driven twenty-
something from the Midwest who moves to Paris for an 
unexpected job opportunity.
29 December - The Book of Boba Fett, 

Season 1 - Disney+
A new spin-off series featuring the famous bounty hunter.
31 December - Cobra Kai, Season 4 - 

Netflix
Show based on the classic ‘The Karate Kid’ movies starring 

original actors Ralph Macchio and William Zabka. 

MOVIES
10 December - West Side Story - PG13 

An adaptation of the 1957 musical, West Side Story explores 
forbidden love and the rivalry between the Jets and the Sharks, 
two teenage street gangs of different ethnic backgrounds.

Stars: Ansel Elgort, Rachel Zegler & Ariana DeBose

15 December - Spider-Man: No Way 
Home - PG13 

With Spider-Man's identity now revealed, Peter asks Doctor 
Strange for help. When a spell goes wrong, dangerous foes from 
other worlds start to appear, forcing Peter to discover what it 
truly means to be Spider-Man.

Stars: Tom Holland, Zendaya & Benedict Cumberbatch
22 December - The King's Man - R 

In the early years of the 20th century, the Kingsman agency 
is formed to stand against a cabal plotting a war to wipe out 
millions.

Stars: Ralph Fiennes, Harris Dickinson, Gemma Arterton & 
Djimon Hounsou

DVD, Blu-Ray & 4K DVD

06 December - Rise of the 
Footsoldier: Origins - DVD & Blu-Ray

06 December - The Last Duel - DVD & 
Blu-Ray

13 December - The Many Saints of 
Newark - DVD, Blu-Ray & 4K DVD

20 December - No Time To Die - DVD, 
Blu-Ray & 4K DVD

20 December - The Larkins - DVD & 
Blu-Ray

27 December - Copshop - DVD & Blu-
Ray

■ Spider-Man: No Way Home

■ And Just Like That...

ENTERTAINMENT



Email: advertising@yorkshirereporter.co.uk or call: 0113 273 5000      19ADVERTORIAL

• Games

• Consoles

• DVD's & Blu-Rays

• Collectibles

• Controllers & Headsets

• Gaming Accessories

• Phone Accessories

• iPhone Screen Repairs

381 Harehills Lane, Leeds LS9 6AP

Tel: 0113 240 35 95
Facebook: @gamestempleleeds         Instagram: Games_Temple_Leeds

We offer a comprehensive repair 
service for consoles using top of 
the range machinery and quality 
replacement parts. Our fully 
qualified technicians have years 
of experience and a proven track 
record. Each repair includes a full 
clean and service as standard and 
for your peace of mind also comes 
with a 12 month repair guarantee.

We Buy, Sell & Trade Consoles & Games
Best Cash Prices Given On Games

Console Repairs

PURCHASE GREAT GIFTS FOR GAMERS

03 December - Danganronpa 
Decadence - Nintendo Switch  

08 December - Evercade VS Retro 
Premium Pack 

10 December - The Eternal Cylinder - 
Xbox

14 December - Among Us: Crewmate 
Edition - PS4, PS5, Xbox & Nintendo 
Switch

31 December - Blood Bowl 3: Brutal 
Edition - PS5 

31 December - Life is Strange: True 
Colors - Nintendo Switch

GAMESGAMES
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For AdultsFor Adults
Echo Show 8

£119.99 from www.amazon.co.uk

With an 8” HD touchscreen, adaptive colour and stereo speakers, bring 
entertainment to life. Make video calls, ask Alexa, enjoy films, music and 
much more on this multi-functional high tech gadget.

This is Silk Hair Towel Wrap
£35.99 from www.thisissilk.com

This hair towel wrap is made from pure silk. It dries hair without the 
friction of a cotton towel, meaning thicker, smoother hair. Perfect for curly 
girls or boys!

Hadleigh Jacket
£87.50 from www.TOG24.com

This is a super warm coat for the worst of Yorkshire winters. The 
thermal filling is made from recycled plastic bottles. The fixed hood and 
long length combined with a Yorkshire Rose badge mean you will be 
toasty and stylish!

Cashmere Socks
£59 from www.loopcashmere.co.uk

A gift of luxury, these exquisitely soft socks are made from 100% 
sustainable cashmere by this Yorkshire company. Available in a range of 
different colours and fully machine washable.

The World of Whittard Gift Set
£35 from Whittard stores & www.whittard.co.uk

A beautiful selection of tea, coffee, and hot chocolate. Perfectly crafted 
for delicious drinks, choose from Whittard classics as well as festive 
favourites such as Mulled Wine tea. 

Aura Carver Frame
£149 from Amazon & www.auraframes.co.uk

Stylish and minimalist design in a variety of colours to suit all homes. 
Share your photos easily on this impressive HD 10.1in display, you can 
even share photos with family across the world!

British Wool Christmas Jumper
£119.95 from www.glencroftcountrywear.co.uk

Yorkshire company Glencroft produce luxury 100% British wool 
products for the whole family. This Dales Sheep Aran jumper features a 
cute sheep and uses environmentally friendly water-based dyes.

Lily & Rabbit Soap
£6.50 from www.lilyandrabbit.co.uk

This lime and coconut soap is vegan and suitable for sensitive skin. 
Made from coconut milk and coconut oil on a North Yorkshire farm to 
gently cleanse and nourish without drying the skin. 

Buff Energise and Uplift Candle
£16.95 from www.dancewearcentral.co.uk

This vegan soya and rapeseed wax candle provides an uplifting blend 
of Lemon Eucalyptus, Spearmint, Rosemary and Cedarwood scents in an 
amber glass jar for an ambient glow.

For TeensFor Teens
BaByliss Hot Air Multi Styler

£59 from AO.com

The ultimate hair styler to create looks as versatile as you are! Comes 
with a 38mm barrel for big waves, curling wand, drying nozzle and blow 
dry brush. 1000 watts of power, 2 heat settings and ionic frizz control 
makes hair styling easy.

VEX Gift Card
£various from www.voucherexpress.co.uk

Solve the problem of not knowing what to buy someone with this gift 
card. You don’t even have to gamble on the wrong store as the recipient 
can choose from 150 brands to redeem their voucher!

PMD Clean skin cleansing device
£89 from PMD Beauty, Harrods  

& online retailers

This uses over 7000 vibrations per minute to deeply remove skin 
impurities by breaking down dirt and oil from within pores. Use for 
cleansing and massaging, perfect for teens!

Christmas Gift GuideChristmas Gift Guide
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Fragrance Gift Sets
£various from www.perfumedirect.com

Choose to gift their favourite fragrance in a stylish gift set. We love 
Hugo Boss The Scent for him which includes 50ml Eau de Toilette and 
shower gel, and Paco Rabanne Olympea for her which includes 50ml Eau 
de Parfum, body lotion and 6ml EDP.

Goodnight Stories for Rebel Girls: 100 Real Life 
Tales of Black Girl Magic

RRP £25 from Waterstones & Amazon

This beautifully illustrated hardback book celebrates the achievements 
of black females from around the world, ranging from the well-known to 
the little-known.

Wax Melts and Whipped Soap 
£3.20 & £7.95 from www.sassyshopwax.com

The wax melts are available in some great seasonal scents including 
Winter Morning or Warm Gingerbread. The air whipped soaps are 
brilliantly perfumed and can be used as a handwash, shower gel and 
bubble bath.

For KidsFor Kids
Baked In Junior Baking Club

£33 for 3mths from www.bakedin.co.uk

A letterbox friendly surprise every month, each kit contains a step-by-
step recipe card and all the dry ingredients weighed out to bake delicious 
treats. For ages 5-11.

Let’s Glow Studio & Shoot the Poop
£24.99 & £21.99 from Smyths Toys

Let’s Glow Studio is a creator kit of reflective fashion accessories. Use 
the LED clip on any smartphone or tablet to light up your selfies! Shoot 
the Poop is a funny talking toilet game which develops fine motor skills. 
Sink your last floater to win!

Nap Mat
£29.99 from www.bloomsburymill.com  

& Amazon

Available in five cute designs, the nap mats are perfect for on the go and 
at home naps. Snuggly and comfortable with a secret pocket for your little 
one’s favourite toy.

3 in 1 Scampsuit
£75 from www.muddypuddles.com

This planet friendly scampsuit is made from recycled plastic bottles. 
Super stylish and warm it is perfect for winter outdoor adventures 
whatever the weather.

Art Lab Pouring Art Studio
£21.99 from Smyths, The Entertainer,  

Argos & Very

For budding artists, this studio contains everything you need to create 
miniature canvas masterpieces by mixing, pouring, and tilting your 
acrylic paints. 

Eco Friendly Mini Builds
RRP £9.99 from www.buildyourownkits.com

These mini builds made from 100% sustainable cardboard and paper 
allow you to create your very own honeybee, ladybird, stag beetle or 
dragonfly. Be creative, have fun and learn about nature.

Active Snap
£4.99 from Amazon & toy stores

Snap is an age-old card game that kids love to play. Active Snap puts a 
twist on the original by making the players that are too slow to shout snap 
carry out the activity on the card. Great for getting kids moving!

For PetsFor Pets
Reversable Harness, Lead & Collar Bundle

£43 from www.cocopuplondon.com

These stylish sets for your pooch are comfortable and made from 
durable fabric. You can also get a range of matching accessories for your 
dog and you!

Calming Pet Blanket
£17.99 from www.mikkipet.com

This cosy fleece blanket is great for providing comfort at home and when 
travelling. Ideal for holding familiar smells to keep your pet reassured.

Christmas Gift GuideChristmas Gift Guide

WIN!
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Recipe Of The Recipe Of The 
Month - Delicious Month - Delicious 
Turkey PieTurkey Pie  
By Langlands Garden Centre  By Langlands Garden Centre  
Chef Damian GatesChef Damian Gates

Christmas and the traditional turkey dinner is a 
favourite with many, but even those that enjoy their meal 
followed by the turkey sandwiches begin to think they 
can’t face more. The left overs always tend to be plenty 
so Boxing Day can be a struggle with more to get through 
but using it to make a delicious tasty pie could not be 
easier, follow the recipe and enjoy!
Ingredients 

● Cooked turkey meat torn into chunks
● 2 Bacon rashers (optional)
● Chicken or vegetable stock
● 2 tablespoons of plain flour 
● 1 egg
●  Any vegetables you would like in the pie e.g. carrots, 

leeks 
● Salt & pepper to season
● Oil 
● Puff pastry

Method
● Pre heat the oven to 190°C
●  Put your bacon (optional) in a frying pan and fry off for 

a few minutes. Add your vegetables with some olive oil 
and salt & pepper. Turn down the heat and leave to cook, 
stirring every 5 to 10 minutes.

●  When everything is softened, add your turkey meat, and 
stir. Now add the flour and mix well then pour in your 
stock of choice and mix. Bring to the boil and add more 
seasoning if needed. 

●  Turn off the heat and start rolling out your pastry. You 
will need a deep baking dish, roll out the pastry so it’s 
big enough to cover the top of it.

●  Spoon the turkey mixture into the dish and spread out 
evenly, lay your pastry on the top and tuck in. Gently 
score with a knife and then beat your egg to use as an egg 
wash over the pastry. 

●  Put your finished pie into the oven for about 40 minutes 
or until golden brown.

●  Serve with gravy.

Grand Opera House are delighted to announce York legend 
Berwick Kaler is dusting off his frocks and making his much-
anticipated, triumphant return to pantomime to star in Dick 
Turpin Rides Again this Christmas!

The star of pantomime in York for 40 years, Berwick’s critically 
acclaimed performance as Dame has solidified his reputation as 
a true York institution having delighted generations of festive 
theatregoers every year, winning rave reviews from critics and 
audiences taking him to their hearts. Dick Turpin Rides Again marks 
his first pantomime at the Grand Opera House.

Dick Turpin Rides Again also reunites Berwick with his band of 
pantomime regulars, including comedy side-kick Martin Barrass, the 
villainous David Leonard, Yorkshire’s longest-serving Principal Girl 
Suzy Cooper and favourite funny man AJ Powell. Berwick has also 
written and directed the production.  

This year’s Grand Opera House pantomime is produced by 
Crossroads Pantomimes, the world’s biggest pantomime producer, 
and the Olivier Award winning team behind pantomimes across the 

UK, and at the world famous London Palladium each Christmas. 
Dick Turpin Rides Again features Crossroads Pantomimes’ hallmark 
of high-quality production values and special effects, whilst staying 
faithful to Berwick’s renowned approach to the genre and to local 
York audiences.

Berwick Kaler said: “Crossroads Pantomimes have come to the 
rescue of the most lauded pantomime in the country having found us 
a new home at the Grand Opera House in our beloved City of York.”

Grand Opera House York’s Theatre Director, Rachel Crocombe-
Lane, adds, “Pantomime is our favourite time of year because of the 
friendship with the company and also the joy and devotion of our 
audience. We are proud of these new partnerships, excited for the 
future of our Pantomime and will be ready altogether to really blow 
your Christmas socks off!’

Dick Turpin Rides Again will play at Grand Opera House from 
Saturday 12 December until Sunday 10 January 2021, with tickets 
on sale now at www.atgtickets.com.

The perfect Christmas treat for the whole family, ground-
breaking multi-media show The Nutcracker and I is coming to 
the Stanley & Audrey Burton Theatre in Leeds for four festive 
performances on 22 and 23 December.

Critically-acclaimed concert pianist Alexandra Dariescu has created 
the production to challenge the traditional concert format and reach 
out to new audiences who might not consider coming to a classical 

concert. The Nutcracker and I is a 50-minute live performance piece 
featuring a unique interaction between one pianist, one ballerina, and 
a spectacle of exquisite hand-drawn digital animations.

Dariescu has created her own personal take on the much-loved 
Christmas story which sees herself re-imagined as Clara: from little 
girl dreaming to concert pianist. On stage will be a grand piano, 
played by Dariescu herself, and a ballerina behind a see-through 
gauze screen. Projected onto the gauze and bringing the story to 
life are exquisite digital animations, all hand-drawn and created in 
advance by Yeast Culture. They follow the music and engage live 
with the pianist and ballerina as they ‘dance’ across the screen. The 
audience will feel like they are actually in the Nutcracker story.

Tchaikovsky’s beloved music features throughout and includes 
favourites such as Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy, Arabian Dance, 
Chinese Dance, Pas de Deux, and the Flower Waltz in 15 virtuosic 
arrangements by Mikhail Pletnev, Stepan Esipoff, Percy Grainger 
and three brand new variations by Gavin Sutherland.

Alexandra Dariescu says: ‘I believe my responsibility as a young 
artist is to reach out to as many people as possible and to build 
bridges for those new to classical music. I absolutely love what I 
do and realised early on that music is my calling, but I am also quite 
aware that we have to be ever more creative to engage, connect and 
communicate the beauty of our art to our audiences'.

Tickets for The Nutcracker and I at the Stanley & Audrey Burton 
Theatre, Leeds are on sale now and can be booked online at 
theatreleeds.com or by calling the Box Office on 0113 220 8008. 
Tickets are priced at £20 for adults and £10 for children.

The Nutcracker And I Comes To LeedsThe Nutcracker And I Comes To Leeds

■ Berwick Kaler 
(centre) with cast

CHRISTMAS SHOWS

The Legendary Berwick Kaler The Legendary Berwick Kaler 
Stars In Dick Turpin Rides Again Stars In Dick Turpin Rides Again 

At Grand Opera House YorkAt Grand Opera House York
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Many conservatory owners 
have installed additional 
heating but become 
concerned about rising 
energy bills. They may have 
considered a solid tiled 
roof but been put off by 
the cost – this is where 
Sagars 365 can help.

The family-run Yorkshire 
based company use their 
revolutionary insulation 
system to turn conservatories 
into rooms that can be used 
every day of the year by 
minimising condensation, 
reducing noise in bad 
weather, reducing heat loss 
in winter by over 90% as 

well as keeping the heat out 
in summer. The cost is less 
than you might expect. With 
this month’s 25% discount, 
insulating a 3m x 3m, 
polycarbonate roofed, lean 
to conservatory starts at 
just £1,899 including VAT. 
With interest-free credit 
you could spread the 
cost over 6 or 10 months 
(subject to approval). The 
work is typically completed 
in one day and you can 
choose either a tongue and 
groove PVC or premium 
plastered finish. Sagars 
365 is a company that you 
can trust - they have an 
overall ‘Excellent’ rating on 

Trustpilot, they’re a Which? 
Trusted trader and offer 
a 10-year guarantee.  All the 
work is carried out by Sagars 
inhouse team. No deposit 
required. If you’re looking 
to keep your conservatory 
warm in winter and cool in 
summer, call Sagars 365 
on (XXXXX) XXXXXX to 
arrange a free, no obligation 
survey and quote.

SAGARS 365, KEEPING CONSERVATORIES 
WARM IN WINTER AND COOL IN SUMMER

Is your conservatory too cold in 
winter and too hot in summer? 

Install the Sagars 365 conservatory roof 
insulation system and enjoy it 365 days a year! 
WITH 25% OFF THIS MONTH, insulation can be 
fitted from as little as £1,899 including VAT BEFORE

AFTEROur customers choose us to improve their 
conservatories because we offer: 
• A cost-effective alternative to a solid tiled roof 

• A choice of PVC or plastered finishes 

• A FREE survey 

• A FREE written quotation 

• A 10 year full guarantee 

XXXXX XXXXX

SAGARS 365 FULL

www.sagars365.com

SAGARS 365, KEEPING CONSERVATORIES  
WARM IN WINTER AND COOL IN SUMMER

01904 563 641
01423 181 061

Many conservatory owners 
have installed additional 
heating but become concerned 
about rising energy bills. They 
may have considered a solid 
tiled roof but been put off by 
the cost – this is where  
Sagars 365 can help.

The family-run Yorkshire based 
company use their revolutionary 
insulation system to turn 
conservatories into rooms that can 
be used every day of the year by 
minimising condensation, reducing 
noise in bad weather, reducing 
heat loss in winter by over 90% 
as well as keeping the heat out 
in summer. The cost is less than 

you might expect. Typically costing 
75% less than a solid tiled roof. 
A polycarbonate roofed, lean to 
conservatory starts at just £1,899 
including VAT.

With interest-free credit you 
could spread the cost over 6 or 
10 months (subject to approval). 
The work is typically completed 
in one day and you can choose 
either a tongue and groove PVC or 
premium plastered finish.

Sagars 365 is a company that 
you can trust - they have an overall 
‘Excellent’ rating on Trustpilot, 
they’re a Which? Trusted trader 
and offer a 10-year guarantee. 

All the work is carried out by 
Sagars in-house team. No deposit 
required. If you’re looking to keep 
your conservatory warm in  
winter and cool in summer, call 
Sagars 365 on (01904) 563 641 / 
(01423) 181 061 to arrange a free, 
no obligation survey and quote.
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Antiques Antiques 
With Gary DonWith Gary Don

Auctioneers for 

We’re looking for Specialist Collections: 
Toys, Military, Coins, Stamps, Comics, Clocks, Watches, Books, 

Oriental, Vinyl, Jewellery, Silver and all sorts of unusual collectibles.
Downsizing, clearing cupboards and attics, need a house clearance?

 Don’t throw anything away until you’ve  
spoken to us! Fashions are constantly changing. 

Regular auctions with live internet bidding throughout the world.
Probate and insurance valuations, house clearances and removals.

Call 07723 319730
contact@garydon.co.uk     www.garydon.co.uk

Good evening Mr Gary Don,
Hope you're keeping well!
I saw your article in the Yorkshire Reporter 
and hoped you could give me some 
information on this old coin I've had for some 
time please.
I look forward to hearing back from you.
Kind regards, 
Anita
Dear Anita,
Thank you for your email.
This coin is a reproduction of a Roman Empire 
sestertius made during the reign of Caligula, 

with Agrippina Sr, Julia Livilla, and Julia 
Drusilla (his three sisters) depicted on the back. 
Caligula is known as a selfish and capricious 
ruler blamed for weakening the Roman Empire 
during his brief 4 years reign.
The coin was originally struck in Rome during 
Caligula reign (circa 37-38 AD).
I can tell that yours is a reproduction due to its 
fine condition and it also has a modern silver 
hallmark .925. You can purchase these replicas 
for under £50.
An original Caligula coin in good condition can 
sell for several thousand pounds
Looks like it's back to digging in the garden! 

QuizQuiz
As it's the Christmas season, I thought we 
would swap roles.
Your turn to value these items. Good luck and 
thank you for all the wonderful valuations I 
have received from you. Keep them coming in 
the New Year email;

antiques@yorkshirereporter.co.uk

1 -  How Much Did A 1920’S 1 -  How Much Did A 1920’S 
German Father Christmas German Father Christmas 
On Reindeer Sleigh With On Reindeer Sleigh With 
Pointseeter Crackers Sell Pointseeter Crackers Sell 
For?For?

A £22      B £220      C £2200      D £22,200

2 -  How Much Did This 2 -  How Much Did This 
Bordeaux Chateau Petrus Bordeaux Chateau Petrus 
1997 Sell For?1997 Sell For?

A £4000      B £1400      C £1000      D £400

3 -  How Much Did This 3 -  How Much Did This 
Mouseman Mouse  Mouseman Mouse  
Sell For?Sell For?

A £13      B £13,000      C £1300      D £130

4 -  How Much Did This 4 -  How Much Did This 
Painting By Helen Bradley Painting By Helen Bradley 
Sell For?Sell For?

A £115      B £1500      C £115,000      D £5000

5 -  How Much Did This Black 5 -  How Much Did This Black 
And White Signed Photo  And White Signed Photo  
Princess Diana Christmas Princess Diana Christmas 
Card 1995 Sell For ?Card 1995 Sell For ?

A £10,200      B £2,200      C £4,500      D £6,500

6 -  How Much Did This Charles 6 -  How Much Did This Charles 
Dickens A Christmas Carol, Dickens A Christmas Carol, 
First Edition Second State First Edition Second State 
Sell For?Sell For?

A £10,500      B £5,500      C £1000      D £8500

            Merry 

       Christmas!
Gary Don

ANSWERS: 1C, 2B, 3B, 4D, 5B, 6D
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PERSONAL &
BUSINESS LOANS*

*Subject to terms and conditions.
Ask Instore for details.

YORK:
22-23 High Ousegate, York YO1 8RX

Tel: 01904 642 746 

SEACROFT:
Unit 4, Seacroft Shopping Centre

Leeds LS14 6JD
Tel: 0113 265 6029

SHIPLEY:
8 Arndale Shopping Centre

Shipley BD18 3QQ
Tel: 01274 588 112

BATLEY:
87 Commercial Street

Batley WF17 5HZ
Tel: 01924 476 066

PONTEFRACT:
33 Market Place

Pontefract WF8 1AG
Tel: 01977 701 979

www.Christopherbrownjewellers.co.uk

PLUS DISCREET PAWNBROKING LOANS AVAILABLE

PRE-OWNED LUXURY WATCHES
DIAMOND SPECIALISTS

BESPOKE JEWELLERY MANUFACTURE
VALUATIONS

CONFIDENTIAL ASSET LENDING SERVICE
JEWELLERY AND WATCH REPAIRS

A Fairy Tale A Fairy Tale 
In YorkIn York

This Christmas is set to be very special at Christopher Brown 
Jewellers in York. The whole city has geared up to celebrate 
Christmas in style and has recently been voted the 4th best 
Christmas Market in the UK in a recent Times Newspaper poll.
York’s quirky and medieval streets somehow manage to get even 
prettier when the St Nicholas Fair is in town (18th November – 23rd 
December). Just up from our branch at 22 High Ousegate, wooden 
Alpine chalets are draped in lights and the smell of roasting chestnuts 
and mulled wine fills the air and transforms Parliament Street and 
St Sampson’s Square into a Christmas fairyland.  The whole city 
becomes a winter wonderland with a vintage carousel, live music and 
festivities and a fantastic food court in the Medieval Shambles market. 
York has been identified as the most magical place to be this Christmas 
north of Birmingham as well as the perfect place to buy your stunning 
jewellery gifts this Christmas at Christopher Brown Jewellers.
Our store is lovingly decorated with garlands and fairly lights and you 
will be treated to free mulled wine, glass of sherry or a warming cup of 
coffee and a fresh mince pie while you browse our extensive jewellery 
and luxury watch collection.
You won’t be disappointed with the prices either. We have extended 
our HALF PRICE MANAGER'S SPECIAL range to include a whole 
collection of sparkling natural diamond jewellery including rings, 
bracelets stunning gemstones including sapphires, emeralds, rubies 
and tanzanites that will make any lucky ladies face light up this 
Christmas.

For those looking to invest in a luxury timepiece Christopher Brown 
Jewellers in York has an extensive collection of ROLEX, Cartier and 
other precious watches all priced to match the best online retailers 
offers. When you are spending many thousands of pounds on a watch 
you really need to see and feel the watch and have the reassurance that 
it is the genuine article with a warranty and after sales service that you 
can rely on. All our luxury watches carry a 2 year warranty and are 
fully serviced and guaranteed that will give you the peace of mind you 
are buying from a trusted family jeweller.

For a festive experience that will produce magical memories that you’ll 
never forget, come to Christopher Brown’s at York and experience the 
true magic of Christmas. 
If you are unable to travel to York you can visit any of our 8 
stores including Seacroft, Shipley, Pontefract, Batley, Stockport, 
Prescot and Toxteth or shop online or visit our new website  
www.christopherbrownjewellers.co.uk and do your shopping from 
the comfort of your own home - although you will miss out on the 
free mince pies!
The jewellers and pawnbrokers based at Seacroft Shopping Centre 
next to Tesco’s with further branches at Batley and ‘Christopher 
Brown Jewellers’ at Shipley is offering the promotion to thank their 
customers for their loyal trade and to put a real saving into customers 
pockets.

“Christmas is an expensive time and those who buy in jewellery this 
year, want to know they are getting good value. You don’t have to 
shop online to pick up a bargain; you can pop down to one of our 
3 stores in the region and find exactly what you are looking for at 
amazing prices” says Christopher, owner and director of Brown and 
Gold.
Brown and Gold celebrate their 3rd Christmas at Seacroft, Batley and 
Shipley this year and have a massive selection of sparkling gifts to 
choose from. 
“Investment in jewellery or a precious watch is a wise move, if you 
buy well it will keep its value and be something you can pass down 
to future generations. It’s not like a smart phone or tablet that will be 
broken or obsolete within a couple of years.” 

Ideas To Buy Your Loved Ones Ideas To Buy Your Loved Ones 
This Christmas?This Christmas?
Brown and Gold cater for everyone with a mix of price ranges and 
styles to suit all age groups. You could treat them to a new watch with 
Citizen, Accurist and Seconda being very popular or really push the 
boat with a pre-owed Rolex, Cartier or Breitling. 
There is a wide range of new and pre-owned diamond jewellery with 
some great offers and many at half price. Diamond drop pendants are 
a much loved Christmas gift as are diamond earrings. Those looking 
to pop the question could choose from a stunning range of diamond 
rings with prices ranging from £150 - £10,000 depending on budget!
If you are looking for a stylish and modern gift for those who wear 
silver then take a look at Fiorelli Silver with sparkling gemstones 
set in beautiful modern settings and for him there is Fred Bennett, a 
contemporary range of gent’s jewellery made from highly polished 
stainless steel and leather which is proving really popular this 
Christmas.

The Perfect Gift…..The Perfect Gift…..

Perhaps the best way to give the perfect gift this Christmas is to have 
a piece especially commissioned and designed by you!
This needn’t be as expensive as it sounds as Brown and Gold now 
offer a ‘jewellery re-modelling service’ where they will take your old 
piece of jewellery and help you to design a new and interesting style 
and can add stones to make it as unique as you are. 
Brown and Gold really do cater for all tastes and budgets so if you 
want to grab a bargain this Christmas and save money while you 
spend, pop down to their nearest branch and see what will add a 
sparkle to your Christmas!

Need A Loan To Cover The Cost Need A Loan To Cover The Cost 
Of Christmas?Of Christmas?
Brown and Gold offer discreet asset lending and pawnbroking service. 
Loans are secured against your jewellery and valuables and you can 
borrow the money with no minimum term for upto 7 months. 
Buy-backs on electrical items are also available.
Call your nearest branch for further details.

MAKE THIS A VERY  
SPECIAL CHRISTMAS

LOOK  OUT FOR 
OUR XMAS 

MANAGER’S 
SPECIALS

MAKE THIS A VERY  
SPECIAL CHRISTMAS

LOOK  OUT FOR 
OUR XMAS 

MANAGER’S 
SPECIALS

2019-XMAS BANNERS
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Millions of motorists in the UK believe that they are more at risk 
of minor accidents and collisions in the winter months because, to 
their own admission, their driving gets worse in dark and wintery 
conditions – according to a new survey by MotorConnect.co.uk.

33 per cent of drivers questioned claimed that their driving noticeably 
worsens between November and March because the dark, difficult 
weather conditions and increased glare from headlights makes them 
less confident behind the wheel.

A quarter of drivers surveyed admitted to having previously been 
in a minor collision or bump in the winter months – 47 per cent of 
accidents were due in part to headlight glare; 23% not being able to 
see objects properly in the dark and 17 per cent was due to glare from 
artificial lighting.

Four out of ten of those surveyed claim that they avoid driving in 
the dark in winter if they can – 30 per cent have cancelled social plans 
because they did not want to drive and one in ten have been late for a 
night time event because they have taken a longer, but more well-lit 
route. 

Adjust Your Eyes To The Dark Before DrivingAdjust Your Eyes To The Dark Before Driving
Give yourself a few minutes in the car to allow your eyes to adjust 

to the lower light level before you start driving. Low light levels cause 
the pupil of the eye to become larger and this can accentuate any 
focusing errors – no matter how minor – causing blur. Low-light levels 
can similarly lead to a reduction in the contrast of objects.

At night it’s also more important than ever to wear a pair of 
spectacles or contact lenses with an up-to-date prescription. It’s a legal 
requirement that your vision meets standards for driving. 

Keep Your DistanceKeep Your Distance
It is more difficult to judge distance at night-time so allow extra 

space between you and the car in front as this gives more time to react 
to situations ahead of you.

Use Anti-Glare Glasses LensesUse Anti-Glare Glasses Lenses
Specially developed lens coating can reduce glare and reflection by 

up to 90% compared to a lens that has no anti-reflective treatment. 
This can help to remove distractions from glare caused by streetlights, 
traffic lights and headlights from other cars. 

Keep Windscreens Smear-FreeKeep Windscreens Smear-Free
While not only making sure the outside of a front and back windscreen 

is clean and streak free, ensuring washer fluid is good quality and 
always topped up, keep a microfiber cloth in the glove box to clear any 
condensation and smears on the inside. And while you’re at it – give your 
glasses a wipe with a clean cloth or spectacle cleaner, so they are smear 
free and clear. Scratched or smudged glasses will reduce image quality.

Regularly Check And Adjust MirrorsRegularly Check And Adjust Mirrors
Advice on safe night driving includes regularly adjusting rear view 

mirrors to reduce glare from behind. Some newer vehicles come with 
self-dimming rear-view mirror functionality, which is worth looking out 
for to help reduce glare.

Be VisibleBe Visible
Headlights not only help drivers to see better but are an important safety 

feature to be seen. Regularly check that all lights are in full working order. 
It is illegal to drive at night without fully-functioning headlights and 
police officers will stop vehicles that don't comply with the guidelines. 

Dip Don’t DazzleDip Don’t Dazzle
While taking steps to be safe from the dazzle of other driver’s headlights, 

it’s important that all drivers are taking the correct steps in their own 
vehicles. Adjust car headlights if you’re carrying varying loads and check 
that they are aligned properly. Headlamp aim forms part of a vehicle’s 
MOT, but ask your local garage to inspect that they are aligned properly 
whenever your vehicle goes in for a service. Also, always dip headlights 
when facing oncoming traffic.

Slow Down Or StopSlow Down Or Stop  
Rule 237 of the Highway Code states that if you’re dazzled by bright 

sunlight ‘slow down or if necessary stop’. The same applies for being 
dazzled at night. If your vision is in any way causing concern, pull over 
in a safe place and take the necessary steps to try and improve vision 
(clearing a windscreen or adjusting mirrors).  

Get Your Eyes TestedGet Your Eyes Tested
Ensuring your eyesight is up to scratch when driving in winter is also 

crucial. Most people over the age of about 45 will need some vision 
correction to see in sharp focus, and everyone should have their eyes 
checked by an optician at least every two years as your sight can change 
without it being obvious.

MOTORSMOTORS

Third Of Motorists Believe Their Third Of Motorists Believe Their 
Driving Is Worse In WinterDriving Is Worse In Winter

More than four-in-10 drivers (46%) say they’ll be forced to cut other 
household spending as a result of petrol and diesel prices continuing 
to rise beyond their current record high levels while a third (33%) are 
already driving less because of the high costs at forecourts, new RAC 
research has found.

The survey of nearly 2,500 UK drivers also shows that 61% are worried 
about the high prices as they depend on their vehicles so heavily, while 
half (48%) are concerned because the rising costs are coming at a time 
when household gas and electricity bills are also increasing.

A third already say they are driving less because of the record petrol 
and diesel prices, with a further quarter (25%) saying they’ll be forced to 
if prices keep going up. And while just under a fifth (17%) say they’ll get 
about by other means such as walking or cycling as the car becomes less 
affordable, a much greater proportion (44%) say they’ll simply suffer the 
higher fuel prices and drive just as much as before. Alarmingly, 5% of 
drivers are worried they’ll be unable to keep running a car at all if prices 
keep heading north.

With one-in-four respondents (25%) stating that the cost of driving 
accounts for a large proportion of their monthly spending, the research 
paints a chilling picture of the impact of the current record petrol and 
diesel prices on UK households. Both fuels hit all-time high levels as of 

the end of October and have risen still further since the start of November, 
with petrol already up more than 2p a litre.

Perhaps unsurprisingly, nearly seven-in-10 drivers (69%) want to see 
the Government intervene over high prices although the prospect of this 
happening given the Chancellor only recently delivered the Autumn 
Budget seems unlikely. A cut to fuel duty – which currently makes up 
nearly 58p of the cost of every litre of petrol or diesel sold – is most 
popular among drivers (75%), followed by a pump price cap akin to that 
which already applies in the domestic energy market (58%). Half (51%) 
would like to see a reduction in VAT applied to fuel, which currently 
accounts for around 24p of the cost of a litre.

But the record high prices may also have the effect of changing 
behaviour in some other interesting ways. While a third (34%) say they 
would switch to a zero-emission electric vehicle (EV) tomorrow if only 
they could afford it, a fifth (19%) still believe the high fuel costs will act as 
a catalyst for getting more drivers to go electric.

Anyone who drives 9,000 miles a year and is in a position to switch to an 
electric car could save themselves around £1,500. The RAC is helping to 
make the switch easier with its leasing service which helps drivers to get 
into an EV from around £230 a month.

Visit www.rac.co.uk/electric-cars/leasing for more information.

FOUR-IN-10 DRIVERS FORCED TO CUT SPENDING 
DUE TO RISING FUEL PRICES

Durable
Powdercoat

· Same-Day Service*
· 12 Month Guarantee
· Colour Matching

Diamond
Cutting

· 2 - 3 Day Turnaround
· 6 Month Guarantee
· In-house CNC Lathe

More
Services

· New Tyres
· Chrome Valves
· Wheel Care Products
· & More !

Get an Instant Quote:  
thewheelspecialist.co.uk

*Same Day Service available upon request for standard alloy 
wheels. Split-Rims and other non-standard alloy wheels may 

be subject to service variation.
See our website for full Terms & Conditions - 

www.thewheelspecialist.co.uk
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A customer 
reassurance 
scheme financially 
backed by the 
Independent 
Garage 
Association (IGA)

Mechanical

Electrical & Body Repairs

Full Servicing &  
MOT Testing Station

VAG Trained Master 
Technicians

Full Engine Diagnostics

Air Conditioning

CALL 0113 276 59 51/52
W: www.ivcleeds.co.uk
E : info@ivcleeds.co.uk    
A:  16 Pontefract Road, Leeds LS10 1TB

10% OFF  
LABOUR SERVICING & 

TIMING BELTS
WITH THIS YORKSHIRE REPORTER ADVERT

INDEPENDENT VW, 
AUDI, SKODA & 

SEAT SPECIALISTS
Ford Motor Company has revealed the much-anticipated next-

generation Ford Ranger pick-up.
Ford has reimagined, redesigned and reengineered the Ranger to be 

the smartest, most versatile and most capable Ranger ever for customers 
in more than 180 markets around the world. Ford conducted more than 
5,000 interviews and worked with hundreds of pick-up owners, in dozens 
of workshops across the globe to find out how owners used their trucks, 
what they liked, what they wished it had and what experiences mattered 
the most to them.

This customer-centric approach helped Ford design and engineer 
solutions with the next-generation Ranger that customers wanted and 
would appreciate.

“As designers, we engaged with customers much earlier in the process, 
spent more time with them and got more insights than ever before”, said 
Max Tran, Chief Designer, Ranger.

“Interestingly, we found that no matter what market, our customers 
are doers. They like solving their own problems, and they like to feel 
confident in their truck … not just the way the vehicle functions but the 
way they feel when they’re driving it.”

With a rugged new look, and a host of new features that boost 
productivity, capability and versatility, the next-generation Ranger is 
designed to go more places, work harder and offer more comfort and 
refinement than ever before.

FORD NEXT-GEN RANGERFORD NEXT-GEN RANGER

Tues 7th Japanese Car Meet

The monthly Japanese car meet (evening) £2 entry per car

Sat 11th - Yorkshire Blacksmith meeting

The Yorkshire Blacksmith group meet at Squires on the 2nd 
Saturday of each month between 11am and 3pm. If you are 

interested please come down and join in.

XMAS DAY & BOXING DAY - CLOSED

Squires Cafe

Visit www.squires-cafe.co.uk for more details

The Sportiest The Sportiest 
Multistrada EverMultistrada Ever

The Multistrada V4 Pikes Peak takes life around the excellent 
Multistrada V4 platform: where performance, smoothness of 
operation and reliability offered by the V4 Granturismo engine, 
together with the contained weight, the ease of handling, the 
comfort for rider and passenger alike, state-of-the-art equipment 
and electronics are part of the cornerstones of the Multistrada V4 
family. Starting from these solid foundations, the new V4 Pikes 
Peak was developed by introducing significant changes in terms of 
chassis set-up, premium ergonomics, electronic controls as well as 
numerous dedicated components, which give the bike a distinctly 
sportier attitude compared to the Multistrada V4. Ducati, once again, 
promises to delight a wide range of riders looking for the purest 
performance within the dual bikes universe.

The design work behind this new project develops starting from the 
peculiar elements of the Multistrada V4 family, integrating them with 
the two elements that mainly identify this Pikes Peak version from an 
aesthetic and functional perspective, namely the 17” front wheel and 
the single-sided swingarm. The racing soul of the bike is intensified by 
the dedicated "Pikes Peak" livery, faithfully inspired both in colours and 
graphics by that of the Desmosedici GP ’21.

With the aim to further emphasise its sporty-oriented attitude the new 
Multistrada V4 Pikes Peak comes with a wide range of components made 
of carbon fibre in addition to the Akrapovič titanium and carbon silencer 
(road-approved). Others distinctive aesthetic elements are the low smoked 
plexi, Öhlins front fork anodised gold legs, two-tone Black and Red rear 
saddle embellished with the V4 logo and the Ducati Corse badge.

The Multistrada V4 Pikes Peak is a technologically advanced 
motorcycle, designed for those who love the thrill of sporty riding, 
especially on mountainous twisties or between the kerbs of a race track.

The bike will be available at the Ducati dealers network from this month 
in the Radar trim, which is fitted with both front and rear radar system.
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−−− EDITORIAL PROVIDED BY TAILS.COM −−−

For many dogs, baths aren’t top of the list when it comes to things 
they enjoy – but unfortunately for them, they are often unavoidable. 
So how often should you wash your dog? 

So, if your dog hasn’t managed to cover itself in mud or something 
worse, how often should you wash them? Well, the truth is that you 
don’t really need to wash your dog on a regular schedule. Your dog’s 
coat has evolved to clean itself of the basic day-to-day grime, and given 
that they can’t sweat, they won’t be producing any BO in the way we 
would define it.

That being said, we are all aware of a certain funk that can build up on 
our dogs if they haven’t been washed or groomed for a while. For many 
owners, this isn’t an issue, but for those who find themselves sat with a 
stinky pup, we would advise that you wash your dog no more than once 
per month – less if you can. 

Too much washing can actually cause your dog some problems, 
as they have very sensitive skin. What’s more, if you use any flea or 
worming treatments that are applied to your dog’s coat, these will be 
washed out with each bath leaving your pet vulnerable to those parasites. 
So wash them rarely if you feel you must.

Don’t Wait AroundDon’t Wait Around
Whether your dog has been splashing in muddy puddles, or even 

rolling about in animal poo, if your pooch returns home as a mucky pup, 
it is important that you wash or wipe them down as soon as possible. 
Cleaning your dog at the earliest opportunity gives the dirt less time to 
set in, which is better for both your dog and your home.

Keep A Regular RoutineKeep A Regular Routine
For owners with dogs that don’t tend to get dirty very often, it can be 

hard to know how often to clean your pet pooch during the wet months. 
Fortunately, your dog’s fur has evolved to be self-cleaning, which keeps 
out most of the day-to-day dirt. However, we all know that even the 
proudest pups can get a little smelly after a while. 

It's recommended that your dog only needs to be cleaned just once a 
month, so try setting a date each month that works for you and your four-
legged friend and stick to it. 

Use The Right ShampooUse The Right Shampoo
It is essential that you avoid using human shampoo on your dog. The 

chemicals that we put onto our hair are no good for keeping your dog’s 
fur clean, and can potentially be harmful to their coat and skin. 

There are plenty of quality and affordable dog shampoos available on 
the high street and online, but if you are not able to find dog shampoo, 
then a small pinch of baby shampoo will do as these tend to be mild and 
won’t contain any harmful chemicals.

Avoid Over-WashingAvoid Over-Washing
Keep your dog’s dates with the bathtub down to just once a month. Too 

much washing can actually cause your dog problems, as their skin is a 
lot more sensitive than ours. Additionally, if you have applied any flea 
or worm treatment to your dog’s coat then these will be washed out by 
excessive bathing, leaving them vulnerable to parasites. 

Aside from the fact that your dog is mostly self-cleaning, there are 
plenty more ways to keep on top of your hound’s hygiene. There are 
also plenty of ‘waterless’ cleaning products on the market like dry dog 
shampoo and waterless cleaning mitts, to help keep your dog smelling 
and looking clean without getting them wet. 

Plan Your RoutePlan Your Route
Be wary of where exactly you are walking your dog and try to avoid the 

puddles if you can. If your pup has a tendency to stray towards muddy 
puddles, then it might be an idea to keep your pup on a lead during the 
autumn and winter months, when the ground is wet and boggy. 

Extendable leads are useful to keep control of where your dog walks, 
whilst still allowing them the space to stretch their legs.

Protect Their PawsProtect Their Paws
As the temperature drops and the weather turns to snow, it is worth 

considering how sensitive our pet’s paw-pads are to icy conditions and 
grit on the road. Regularly tending to your dog’s paws with warm water 
and a moist cloth will not only be soothing for your dog but help to clean 
up one of the main areas that spread dirt around your home. 

During autumn, it is extra important to keep checking your dog’s paws 
after a walk, as bits of debris and leaves can get stuck between their paws 
and cause irritation.

Feed Them RightFeed Them Right
You can help keep your dog’s coat glossy and healthy by ensuring 

that they are eating the right food. Your dog’s coat relies on protein, so 
feeding your pooch a good, balanced diet maintains their healthy glow 
on the outside as well as on the inside.

Tailoring your dog’s diet keeps them looking and feeling great, and 
limits the time and effort you spend cleaning them.

Brushing Is BestBrushing Is Best
Brushing your dog frequently is the best way to keep their fur clean 

from anything that they might pick up while out and about. Jumping 
through piles of leaves is a great source of fun for your pup, but it is also 
a really easy way for them to pick up fleas and ticks. 

Thoroughly brushing at least once a day will help to comb out any 
unwelcome visitors and keep your dog’s coat looking and feeling 
smooth. Brushing your dog is still perfectly fine during the winter 
months, as they naturally have enough fur to keep them warm all year 
round.

Stay Allergy AlertStay Allergy Alert
Autumn can be a tough time for pets who are susceptible to allergies - 

one in five of our four-legged friends are said to suffer from them. There 
are certain plants that thrive during the autumn months and combined 
with the number of falling leaves, there is quite a substantial amount of 
pollen around at this time of year. 

It is worth finding out what allergies your dog might be suffering from. 
Tell tale signs to look out for are sneezing, watery eyes and coughing. 
You should seek advice from your vet if you believe your pooch is 
starting to display these symptoms. 

Wear WaterproofWear Waterproof
Investing in a good quality, waterproof dog coat will keep your dog dry 

during the wet winter months. Even on days where the rain is not falling 
down, the colder climate means that muddy patches and puddles linger 
around for much longer - and we all know, our pups are drawn to them. 

The best features to look out for when picking out a new coat for 
your dog are waterproofing, durability, double-lining, adjustability and 
affordability.

Visit www.tails.com for more tips and advice.

Mucky Pups: How To Keep Your Dog CleanMucky Pups: How To Keep Your Dog Clean
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Letter Fom PDSA
Help Give Pets A Fighting Chance This Winter 
Dear Editor,
PDSA is appealing for help this winter so that it can continue 

to be here for pets, like they’ve been here for us throughout the 
pandemic – providing comfort, companionship and love during 
these uncertain times.

The charity provides free and low cost vet care for those who struggle 
to pay treatment costs for their sick and injured pets. It’s vital that pets 
and their owners can access our life-saving services and get the treatment 
they deserve, when they have nowhere else to turn. 

Pets have done so much to improve our health and wellbeing, but 
now they are at increased risk - with 2.9 million more people claiming 
Universal Credit than before the pandemic and the cost of living crisis 
squeezing household budgets, we know that many pet owners will be 
unable to afford essential veterinary treatment.

Since the first UK lockdown began, we’ve already seen an 
overwhelming increase of additional enquiries from pet owners who 
have hit hard times. Our dedicated vet teams have carried out more than 
one million phone consultations, performed over 37,000 emergency 
operations and 76,000 x-rays for pets in desperate need since March 
2020.

With 388,000 pets treated in 2020, by keeping our 48 Pet Hospitals 
open, we can be there for the thousands of pets that need us across the 
UK every day. Every pet deserves a fighting chance. Please donate today 
and help save pets’ lives – www.pdsa.org.uk/pdsa-chance

Thank you
Lynne James
PDSA Vet

UK-First Radiation Therapy UK-First Radiation Therapy 
Service For PetsService For Pets 

Award-winning animal hospital Paragon Referrals has become the 
first veterinary centre in the UK to launch a pioneering superficial 
radiation therapy (SRT) service for pets.

Paragon’s renowned medical and radiation oncology specialist, Dr 
Rodney Ayl, has been the trail-blazer for the new service and says it 
will transform the way the Yorkshire hospital can treat skin cancers, 
dermatological disorders and some other common superficial conditions.

Linnaeus-owned Paragon has invested £150,000 to install the country’s 
first Xstrahl 100 superficial radiotherapy system after the successful use 
of the therapy by Dr Ayl in the USA, adapting its use from humans to 
animals. 

Dr Ayl said: “This is a very exciting development for us and our clients 
because Xstrahl systems have been used so successfully in human 
medicine for many years.

“This prompted us to explore adapting the SRT system for veterinary 
use in the UK and we hope to collaborate with Colorado State University, 
which has a similar unit, to develop protocols for pets.

“We believe this will be a significant advance in the treatment and care 
of animals and we’re delighted to be at the forefront of introducing this 
new service.

“It is the only one of its kind for pets in the UK and there are very 
few units like this anywhere in the veterinary industry, so it really is an 
important move forward.”

Dr Ayl says Xstrahl radiotherapy systems have been used by leading 
clinicians and specialists around the world to care for humans and are 
specifically designed for the treatment of skin cancer, dermatological 
disorders, certain types of benign disease and some palliative care.

He said having adapted the SRT system for animals will transform not 
only their treatment but also the logistics and cost of getting radiation 
therapy for superficial skin conditions.

He added: “Superficial radiotherapy is particularly useful for treating 
some types of skin cancer where it may be preferable to surgery as it 
can deliver excellent non-invasive outcomes with curative or palliative 
intent.  

“The treatment is less stressful from the outset and, thanks to its 
mechanism of action, it is also pain-free. 

“Its use of different size cones, directly over the lesion, minimises 
effects on healthy skin and the fast treatment means a large reduction 
in time and impact on the patient’s day-to-day life, while providing a 
highly-effective treatment.

“The machine’s flexibility also makes it particularly suited for treating 
multiple lesions that are difficult to access, such as the head and neck, 
without changing patient positioning.

“The Xstrahl 100 system will help us to respond to the growing 
demand for radiation treatment and we can treat these patients on an 
outpatient basis, helping us to reduce surgical and hospitalisation costs. 

“The technology is a real winner. It is easy to use and helps us to 
deliver safe and effective radiotherapy to our animal patients.

“It provides a quicker, easier, cheaper and non-invasive alternative for 
superficial tumours, especially in geriatric patients where surgery is not 
always an option. We’re looking forward to seeing the positive results 
here at Paragon.”

Paragon’s multi-disciplinary care includes anaesthesia and analgesia, 
cardiology, dermatology, diagnostic imaging, internal medicine, 
neurology, oncology, ophthalmology, orthopaedics and soft tissue 
surgery.

For more information on Paragon Veterinary Referrals, visit;
www.paragonreferrals.co.uk

Participate In The 
Largest Study Of 
Autoimmune Diseases 

The Royal Veterinary College (RVC) is calling for owners of dogs 
in the UK with autoimmune diseases to take part in a vital piece 
of new research, which aims to gather data and insight into the 
diagnosis, treatment response and outcomes of these dogs. This 
information will then be shared with local veterinary practices and 
specialist hospitals to help owners and vets make well-informed 
decisions when dogs are diagnosed with one of these conditions.

Autoimmune diseases are encountered frequently in dogs, often 
causing severe illnesses that require intensive hospital care and 
prolonged treatment with immunosuppressive medications. The RVC 
alone sees between 50-100 dogs with immune-mediated diseases each 
year, with many more never being referred for treatment at specialist 
hospitals. In some cases, however, treatment causes side effects that 
can have a negative effect on quality of life. To address the current 
shortage of information and aid the veterinary community, researchers 
at the RVC have developed a new observational study, named 
ImmunoRegistry.

The registry will gather information about dogs that have been 
recently diagnosed with an autoimmune disease, following them 
in real-time over a one-year period to find out how they respond to 
treatment. Once enrolled, owners and vets will be contacted at regular 
intervals using emailed questionnaires to ask for detailed updates about 
their dog’s progress. Analysis of this information will then be used to 
answer key questions, including defining the prognosis and risk of 
relapse for dogs with these diseases as well as whether some breeds or 
types of dogs develop more side effects from medications than others.

The team aims to collect information from 400 dogs, making it 
the largest planned study of autoimmune diseases ever conducted in 
veterinary medicine globally and providing an important resource for 
future study.

James Swann, postdoctoral fellow at Columbia University, New 
York, said:

"There is an urgent need to optimise the treatment of dogs with 
autoimmune diseases, and this study represents an important first step 
in gathering vital information to make clinical recommendations and 
guide future research projects.”

Dr Barbara Glanemann, lead researcher and senior lecturer in Small 
Animal Medicine at the RVC, added:

“This study will be the first time that the treatment and progress 
of dogs with autoimmune diseases has been investigated outside 
universities, providing an essential perspective on the challenges faced 
by affected dogs and their owners in wider veterinary practice." 

Criteria and information for enrolment includes:
●  Dogs must have been diagnosed with any of the following 

conditions in the past 10 days: immune-mediated haemolytic 
anaemia (IMHA), immune thrombocytopenia (ITP, low platelet 
count), immune-mediated polyarthritis (IMPA), or steroid-
responsive meningitis arteritis (SRMA).

●  Owners must give informed consent to participate in the study and 
allow access to the dog’s medical records and permission to contact 
their vet

●  For owners expressing interest, vets will be contacted to determine 
the suitability of each case

●  Participating in the study will not alter the treatment or management 
of owners’ dogs in any way

●  All personal data will be handled securely and confidentially. 
Owners can opt out of the data collection at any point.

The project is funded by the Small Animal Medicine Society 
(SAMSoc), and owners can volunteer to participate in the study by 
visiting: https://rvc.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/immunoregistry
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Knowing the best ways and taking steps to look after yourself and 
your family was the theme of this year's Self-care Week which took 
place recently.

Self-care is about keeping fit and healthy, understanding when 
you can look after yourself, when a pharmacist can help, and when 
to get advice from your GP or another health professional. If you 
have a long-term condition, self-care is about understanding that 
condition and how to live with it.

Dr Abbie Brooks, a GP Partner at 
Priory Medical Group, said: "Only 
a small percentage of our health 
needs require a trip to the doctors 
or hospital, the rest are down to 
things such as environment and 
our own behaviour. By taking care 
of ourselves and adopting healthy 
lifestyles we can reduce our chance 
of becoming seriously ill and 
needing medical help dramatically.

"Empowering all of us to 
incorporate self-care has many 
benefits for our short term and long-
term health and this is important 
since we’re living longer. Helping 
people to look after their own 
health, and their family’s health also helps to manage demand on health 
services.

"Being aware of the importance even small self-care changes can make 
to our health and well-being will help us all to be winter well this year."

Common conditions and minor ailments such as colds and flu, upset 
stomachs, and aches and pains are generally not serious health problems 
for most patients. You can easily treat yourself at home, or with advice 
from a local pharmacist, helping you to feel better sooner and avoid 
unnecessary trips to your GP or A&E department.  

Visit www.youtube.com/watch?v=euXNV7vXWvA to watch as Dr 
Abbie Brooks explains how you can practice self-care this Winter.

Dr Tim Rider, GP Clinical Lead for medicines management, said: 
‘With winter being an extremely busy time for the NHS, self-care is 
crucially important for patients. I always advise patients to keep a stock 
of over the counter medicines in their home over the winter period.

‘These remedies could include basic painkillers like ibuprofen (if 
suitable for you) and paracetamol, cough syrup and antacids that are all 
available at your local supermarket.’

'If you are looking for help for a minor condition, your local pharmacy 
can provide expert health advice and in most cases are conveniently 
located and easy to access within local communities.

'Using a pharmacy for minor health concerns will help free up GP time 
for more urgent appointments and help reduce non-emergency A&E 
visits.

‘The colder weather and shorter days can not just affect your physical 
health but your mental health as well, try and get out in the sunshine if 
you can, even short bursts can improve your mental wellbeing.'

Here are some simple self-care steps everyone can follow: 
●  A well-stocked medicine cabinet - is vital as we aim to be well this 

winter and there are various items, we can make sure we have at 
home to treat minor ailments, for example, including paracetamol, 
cough syrup and throat lozenges. Most people suffering from colds 
and ‘flu can treat their symptoms at home without going to your local 
practice. Antibiotics do not help get rid of colds and ‘flu and most 
people will start to feel better in a few days, taking plenty of fluids, 
rest and an over-the-counter medication.

●  All the above are available from your local pharmacy or supermarket 
at a low cost – no prescription or GP appointment required. Further 
information on medicine cabinet essentials can be found on the  
NHS.uk website. 

●  The NHS App - is a simple and secure way to access a range of NHS 
services on your smartphone or tablet.  You can use it to get health 
advice using the health A-Z on the NHS website, get advice about 
COVID-19, order repeat prescriptions, book appointments, find out 
what to do when they need help urgently using NHS 111 online and 
much more.

●  Looking after common conditions - The Self Care Forum has 
produced a series of factsheets to help you take care of the most 
common conditions. These provide useful facts about your condition, 
what you can expect to happen, how to help yourself, when you 
should see your GP, and where to find out more information. 

●  Your local Pharmacist - Knowing what to do to treat a minor ailment 
is something our local Pharmacists can help with, and they can 
provide information and advice on how best to treat a wide range of 
minor ailments and conditions.

●  When should I Worry? – Having an ill child can be a very scary 
experience for parents. If you understand more about the illness, 
it can help you to feel more in control. There are several common 
childhood illnesses that often can effectively be managed at home by 
parents and carers.  However, understanding when it is OK to look 
after your child at home and when to seek additional support can 
be difficult. The ‘When Should I Worry?’ booklet is for parents and 
deals with common infections in children who are normally healthy. 

●  Looking after your mental health - There are little things we can all 
do to help look after our mental health. Having good mental health 
helps us relax more, achieve more and enjoy our lives more. There 
is plenty of helpful expert advice and practical tips to help you look 
after your mental health and wellbeing, so discover what works for 
you.

Looking After Looking After 
Your Health Your Health 
At HomeAt Home

'Trailblazer' NHS North Yorkshire CCG Plays Important Role In 
'Life-Saving' National Rollout Of Blood Pressure Monitors

Hundreds of thousands of people across the UK will now 
be able to test their blood pressure at home, thanks to the 
national rollout of a life-saving scheme which has been piloted 
in North Yorkshire.

As part of NHS North Yorkshire Clinical Commissioning 
Group's (CCG's) BP@Home programme, GP practices have been 
loaning monitors to patients with high blood pressure and those 
at greatest risk of developing high blood pressure (hypertension).

The devices allow patients to check their blood pressure from 
their own homes and report the results back to their practice, 
giving GPs the ability to intervene when they spot the early 
warning signs of heart attack or stroke.

Following the success of the pilot scheme in North Yorkshire 
and in other NHS 'trailblazer' sites, the NHS says blood pressure 
monitors will now be made available to 220,000 people who have 
been diagnosed with uncontrolled high blood pressure and who 
could benefit from regular checks.

NHS North Yorkshire CCG Governing Body Member, Dr Bruce 
Willoughby, said: "Cardiovascular disease (CVD) is the biggest 
cause of preventable early mortality and health inequalities in our 
communities.

"The monitors that have been loaned out allow patients to 
quickly and easily update their practice teams with information 
about their blood pressure health in almost real-time, which has 
then allowed healthcare professionals to take any appropriate 
action.

"Controlling blood pressure is one of the best ways to improve 
CVD outcomes and I am in no doubt that these simple checks 
have not just reduced emergency admissions to our local hospitals 
but have saved lives.

"I'm delighted the work we've already undertaken in North 
Yorkshire has helped pave the way for a national rollout of this 
programme."

More than 65,000 blood pressure monitors have already been 

delivered to patients across England and are similar to those used 
in GP practices.

Patients wrap the small machine around their upper arm to 
measure their blood pressure reading and send the reading to 
their GP to review by telephone, email or through a digital remote 
monitoring platform.

The rollout supports the NHS Long Term Plan ambitions to 
prevent up to 150,000 heart attacks, strokes, and dementia cases 
over the next 10 years.

All adults over 40 are advised to have their blood pressure 
checked at least once every five years. If you do not have your 
own home monitor, you can get your blood pressure checked at 
your local pharmacy or during an NHS Health Check appointment 
offered to adults in England aged 40-74, at home or at your local 
GP surgery.

More information about the blood pressure test and home blood 
pressure monitoring can be found on the NHS website.

■ Dr Abbie Brooks

New data published by the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA), 
shows that antibiotic-resistant bloodstream infections fell in 2020 
(from 65,583 in 2019, to 55,384) for the first time since 2016 but still 
remain at a higher level than 6 years ago. Importantly, the decline 
was largely driven by a reduction in recorded bloodstream infections 
overall, likely due to less social mixing, enhanced hand hygiene and 
changes to healthcare access and delivery.

Antibiotics are vital for the treatment of bacterial infections causing 
pneumonia, meningitis and sepsis. Without them, modern medical 
technology could not exist, as they also help to protect against infection 
during chemotherapy, caesarean sections and other common surgeries. 
However, they are sometimes prescribed to treat coughs, earache and sore 
throats where it is now clear they may have little or no effect.

Antibiotic resistance occurs when bacteria no longer respond to 
treatment, causing serious complications, including bloodstream 
infections and hospitalisation. Taking antibiotics encourages harmful 
bacteria that live inside you to become resistant. That means that 
antibiotics may not work when you really need them. This is why it is 
important to take antibiotics only when they are needed.

Analysis of the bacteria that most commonly cause bloodstream 
infections, including E. coli, revealed that although the overall number 
of bloodstream infections decreased in 2020 compared with 2016, the 
overall proportion of infections that were resistant to antibiotics increased 
over the same time frame. This was most likely driven by changes in 
behaviour, prescribing and healthcare delivery in 2020 – 1 in 5 people 
with a bloodstream infection in 2020 had an antibiotic-resistant infection. 
This suggests that resistant infections are likely to rise in the post-
pandemic years and will require ongoing action.

Concerted antimicrobial stewardship efforts over several years has 
led to continued decreases in antibiotic prescribing, with antibiotic 
prescribing dropping further during the pandemic, from 18 Defined Daily 
Doses (DDDs) per 1,000 inhabitants per day in 2019 to 16 DDDs per 
1,000 inhabitants in 2020 – driven by reductions in antibiotics usually 
prescribed for respiratory infections. Antibiotics of last-resort use 
increased in hospitals.

Antibiotic prescribing in the dental setting showed, however, an increase 
in 2020 for the first time in many years, highlighting the importance of 
face-to-face practice in dentistry.

Antibiotic-Resistant Antibiotic-Resistant 
Infections Fell In 2020Infections Fell In 2020
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Every Report Counts: Support The Yellow Card 
Scheme By Reporting Suspected Side Effects

People who suspect they may have experienced a side effect from 
a medicine or vaccine are being encouraged to report it to the 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) 
Yellow Card scheme.

Reporting suspected side effects to the Yellow Card scheme helps the 
MHRA to identify new side effects and gain more information about 
known effects.

Every report counts, and anyone can use the Yellow Card scheme 
to report suspected side effects of medicines and vaccines, incidents 
involving medical devices, defective, fake medical products and safety 
concerns for e-cigarettes or their refill containers (e-liquids). The 
Yellow Card scheme is an early warning system for detecting patient 
safety issues and the scheme has identified many new safety issues that 
were unknown before being reported via a Yellow Card report.

Reports can be made on the Yellow Card scheme website  
www.yellowcard.mhra.gov.uk, via the app available from Google 
Play Store or Apple App Store, via freephone (0800 731 6789, 9am 
to 5pm Monday to Friday) or by reporting an issue to their healthcare 
team who can file a report on their behalf. Yellow Card reporting for 
suspected side effects can also be made from some clinical IT systems 
for healthcare professionals (EMIS, SystmOne, Vision, MiDatabank 
and Ulysses).

A test to measure both the T-cell and antibody response to 
SARS-CoV-2 in a single blood sample has been developed by 
scientists at Cardiff University.

The unique approach can also be used to measure the immune 
response brought about by vaccination and previous infection.

It was developed in collaboration with Wales-based 
biotechnology company ImmunoServ Ltd and is outlined in a 
study published in the journal Immunology.

Dr Martin Scurr, a research 
associate at Cardiff University’s 
School of Medicine and lead 
author on the study, said: 
“COVID-19 infection rates 
remain alarmingly high – and 
it is clear infection even after 
vaccination is an issue. To help 
control future outbreaks and 
identify at-risk individuals, it 
is important to understand the 
exact make-up of the immune 
response to COVID.

“Our test accurately detects 
both the T-cell and antibody 
response to the virus in one 
blood sample. Together these indicators represent a powerful 
measure of immunity from COVID-19.

“The test can be made widely available, is easy to employ and 
cost effective, and should play a very useful role in monitoring 
this pandemic, for instance by identifying individuals at greater 
need of booster jabs.”

Antibody testing was seen as crucial to easing lockdown during 
the pandemic – but antibodies are just one arm of the body’s 
immune response and in some individuals this response is weak 
and short-lived. Scientists believe T-cell immunity plays a much 
greater role in protecting people from future infection, however 
large-scale testing has proven more challenging.

In this study, the researchers took a small sample of blood 
from individuals of all ages, 68 with underlying cancer and 231 
healthy donors. They stimulated T-cells with small pieces of 
the virus called peptides; the T-cells recognise these peptides 
if the individual has been previously infected (or vaccinated) 
and produce chemicals named cytokines which can be easily 
measured.

The study also monitored the size of the T-cell and antibody 

responses in a group of individuals tested before, during and after 
the UK’s COVID-19 vaccination campaign. While both vaccine 
doses were required to maximise the T-cell response against the 
virus, the study found previously infected individuals required 
only one dose to achieve comparable immune responses.

The test proved most useful in monitoring immune responses 
in patients considered more at risk from COVID-19, even after 
vaccination. The study found the second vaccine dose was 
essential for cancer patients. Among cancer patients recruited 
from Velindre Cancer Centre in Cardiff, two doses induced T-cell 
and antibody responses to equivalent levels as healthy donors.

However, it is clear that in some cancer patients there is a 
dramatic fall of in immune responses at three months, not seen 
in healthy controls, and highlights the importance of monitoring 
these responses.

Professor Andrew Godkin, 
co-senior author from 
Cardiff University and 
the University Hospital of 
Wales, said: “Without this 
sort of information there is 
uncertainty around whether 
repeated booster vaccinations 
will be required in future, and 
who in particular will need 
them. This data is crucial for 
understanding how and when 
to offer re-vaccinations to 
different groups.”

The research team will 
also monitor whether T-cell and antibody responses induced by 
vaccination can protect against SARS-CoV-2 mutant variants, 
including the Delta variant that is currently the most prevalent 
in the UK.

Danny Altmann, Professor of Immunology at Imperial University, 
said: “This study is important in both demonstrating the ease of 
measuring immune responses using a whole blood approach, but 
also the importance of monitoring susceptible individuals and 
healthy controls for differences in vaccine response and future 
potential loss of protection. Long-term monitoring will be crucial 
to understand and quantify this problem.”

The research was funded by UK Research and Innovation as 
part of its response to the pandemic, along with the Medical 
Research Council and Cancer Research Wales.

Scientists Develop Single 
Blood Test To Measure T-Cell 
And Antibody Response To 
SARS-CoV-2

If you ever find yourself holding a menu away from you, or your 
mobile phone at arm’s length to read what the text says, you’re not 
alone. In fact, you could be one of the one in seven people in the UK 
with presbyopia.  

Presbyopia is the gradual loss of your eyes’ ability to focus on nearby 
objects and is a natural part of ageing.  

Comedy icon Dom Joly, 53, has also recently discovered he has the 
condition. He has teamed up with Specsavers to recreate his legendary 
giant phone sketch, only now the phone is oversized to make the screen 
easier to read without specs.  

Dom says: ‘Presbyopia happened to me gradually and I hadn’t realised 
that I needed glasses. I thought I had 20:20 vision and that my eyes were 
simply tired. But I started to squint more often when I was reading and 
especially using my phone. I was making the text bigger and bigger – so 
much so that there was about nine words on the screen!  

‘Rather than doing something about it, I just thought “Well that’s life!”, 
and got on with my day-to-day. Eventually I had an eye test and realised 
I needed specs. Presbyopia is a just a sign of getting older and perfectly 
normal.  

‘Now life is so much clearer, and I realise I should have had an eye test 
a long time ago.’  

Presbyopia usually becomes noticeable in your mid to late 40s and 
gradually worsens until 65. Your optician will check your vision in the 
same way as they would to determine whether someone is short-sighted 
or ‘myopic’. Most who have the condition find that they just need to wear 
reading glasses or multifocal glasses or contact lenses.  

Common symptoms include: 
● Having difficulty reading small print 
●  Needing to hold reading material, such as a mobile, at arm’s length to 

focus properly on it 
●  Having eye strain or headaches after reading or doing close work 
●  Needing brighter lighting when reading or doing close work 
●  Squinting to bring objects into focus 
Dom continues: ‘When I had an eye test at my local Specsavers, I 

realised it was so much more than just getting glasses. The test gives you 
a wider health assessment too, as it can spot indications of diseases and 
other eye conditions.  

‘The test itself is nothing to worry about and there is a huge choice of 
frames. I find they make me look more intellectual and, in a way, more 
expressive.  

‘Importantly it means that you can read with ease again – reduce the 
font size on your phone, read menus in a darker room, all the little things 
that make life easier. The downside is that you can really see your family’s 
faces in focus. You realise how much they disapprove of you and don’t 
find you funny… But maybe that’s just mine!’  

For more information or to book an appointment visit;
www.specsavers.co.uk/eye-health/presbyopia   

Dom Joly: ‘Don’t 
Keep Your Eyesight 
At Arm’s Length’  

■ Dr Martin Scurr

■ Prof. Andrew Godkin
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£250 Million In NHS Technology To Modernise Diagnostics 
The NHS will receive £248 million over the next year to 

invest in technology that will deliver more diagnostic tests, 
checks and scans to help provide faster diagnosis of a health 
condition, earlier treatment and reduce waiting lists.

The investment will reduce the administrative burden on NHS 
staff so they can analyse more tests, checks and scans while 
also reducing the turnaround time from a patient taking a test to 
receiving a diagnosis and then starting treatment.

Diagnostics services across the NHS will be digitalised using 
the latest technology to improve the way tests, images and results 
can be shared across computer systems in hospitals, labs and GP 
surgeries. It means the nurses, doctors and other clinicians caring 
for a patient can access these results more quickly and easily, 
even if they are working from different settings.

The new technology will allow imaging specialists – the experts 
analysing a scan or x-ray and providing a diagnosis – to review 
high-res images remotely without needing to be in an imaging 
lab, 24 hours a day.

The funding will also provide a new tool to help GPs and other 
clinicians choose the most suitable scan for their patient based 
on the patient’s symptoms and medical history. This will cut 
inappropriate requests made to radiology departments, saving 
radiologists’ time and ensuring patients get the right scans at the 
right time.

It follows the recommendations from Professor Sir Mike 
Richards’ independent review of NHS diagnostics capacity 
showing improving digitisation should be prioritised to drive 
efficiency and deliver seamless care.

Health and Social Care Secretary Sajid Javid said:
"This multi-million pound investment will play a big role in 

levelling up diagnostics services across the country so patients 
can get faster results and healthcare professionals can get their 
job done more easily, reducing unnecessary administrative 
burden and making every taxpayer’s pound count.

"Getting a faster diagnosis for a health condition is the first step 
to getting more people the treatment they need and earlier on, 
and our funding will help ensure our NHS has access to the latest 
digital technology to drive up efficiency."

Professor Stephen Powis, NHS medical director, said:
"The NHS is facing a winter like no other with rising cases 

of COVID and flu as well as record demand for emergency 
services, all while we continue to deliver the biggest vaccination 
programme in health service history, including rolling out booster 
jabs for the most vulnerable.

"However, NHS staff are making efficient use of additional 
funding and following the recent rollout of new diagnostic 
centres, the number of patients waiting for a diagnostic test 
is falling for the first time in a year, meaning more people are 
getting the checks they need and if required, are able to begin 
treatment sooner."

Diagnostic tests are used to confirm or rule out health conditions 
and disease and over 1.5 billion diagnostic tests are carried out in 
England every year. They are crucial to providing early diagnosis, 
screening and monitoring of long-term conditions and are often 
the first step to understanding the right care and treatment for 

a patient. Recovering diagnostics services is vital to recovering 
the overall NHS backlog and reducing waiting times for cancer 
services and other treatments.

The announcement follows the £2.3 billion investment 
announced at the latest Spending Review over the next 3 years 
to transform diagnostic services with at least 100 community 
diagnostic centres across England – helping millions of patients 
access earlier diagnostic tests closer to home.

GPs can refer patients to these new one-stop-shops for patients 
to access life-saving checks, scans and tests more quickly, 
leading to faster diagnosis and treatment. The centres will be 
staffed by a multidisciplinary team of staff including nurses and 
radiographers and are open 7 days a week.

The government has provided record funding this year, and will 
continue to do so over the next 3 years through the health and 
care levy.

To go further faster and increase efficiency government 
has set out its ambition for the NHS to find innovate ways of 
working which make every taxpayer’s penny count through new 
technology which speeds up diagnosis, or surgical robots to help 
deliver more complex surgery with faster recovery times.

People of all ages and all backgrounds work as care 
professionals in North Yorkshire  - so come and join the team 
and make a difference to people’s lives.

That’s the message as the county’s social care leaders send out 
an appeal for people to join a profession which offers a rewarding 
lifetime career.

All sorts of people across the county have made this life-
changing step into the care profession, from builders and retail 
workers to accountants, young graduates and parents wanting 
flexible but rewarding work.

“We have people who have joined us from all different types 
of experiences, some from the entertainment sector; actors, 
drummers, from the travel sectors; pilots, cabin crew, and 

everything in-between” said Cllr Michael Harrison, North 
Yorkshire’s Executive Member for Adult Services and Health 
Integration.

“People do not need to have experience – if you have empathy, 
if you enjoy solving problems for people and getting things done 
to help people lead as fulfilling lives as possible – then you will 
thrive in this role.

“There is a great career to be had in care and great stability and 
we support people who join us with career development. Many 
who start on the frontline with no previous qualifications can 
progress to become team leaders, moving into management and 
professional roles such as social workers, occupational therapists, 
nurses and public health consultants. 

“From the word go you can make a big difference to somebody’s 
life in this job; the work that you do really counts towards 
improving lives and no two days are the same.”

Across the county North Yorkshire has 20,000 people working 
in the care sector, from the 13,000 care and support workers 
in 500 organisations providing services in residential care and 
people’s homes through to social workers, project managers and 
administrators. 

On any given day there are at least 1,000 jobs available across 
the county. 

Never has the need for people to work in care been so great and 
North Yorkshire is joining the national campaign to encourage 
people to step into the profession.

“Come and join us in this great work,” said Richard Webb, 
North Yorkshire County Council’s Corporate Director for Health 
and Adult Services

“There has never been a more urgent need for people to consider 
a career in care than now and never a more opportune time to 
come into it. 

“We are proud of our care professionals In North Yorkshire. 
They are a great and diverse band of people who do fantastic 
work across the county to make life better in whatever way they 
can for the people they care for. 

“It is far more than just a job. 
“It’s about building relationships and helping people achieve 

often simple, daily tasks which they are no longer able to 
complete by themselves. It’s about supporting people, often with 
fascinating life stories, to live well and with dignity.”

Flavia’s story:
“Being a care professional is something I am so proud of. Every 

day in the job is different and at the end of every day I always 
feel I have made a difference,” said Flavia Nyambira, a North 
Yorkshire care and support worker. 

Flavia has worked for the last four years helping people who 
have come out of hospital or experienced a physical or mental 
difficulty, to get back on their own feet in their own home. 

She came into the care profession after 11 years working 
in the British Army as a postal and courier service operator in 
Germany. When Flavia was posted back to Catterick with her 
soldier husband and their three children she started to look for 
work that she could fit around her family. 

She said: “I absolutely loved being a care worker from day one 
and in this job I am supported and given every opportunity to do 
the work to the best of my ability.” 

You can find out more and apply for jobs across the care sector 
directly on the Make Care Matter recruitment website;

www.makecarematter.co.uk

Join Team North Yorkshire – Join Team North Yorkshire – 
Become A Care Professional  Become A Care Professional  
And Make A DifferenceAnd Make A Difference

■ Flavia Nyambira about to set out on her care work
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Harrogate Hospital & Community Charity (HHCC) and 
Volunteer Team announced their spectacular Diamond Raffle 
as part of ongoing fundraising for Harrogate and District 
NHS Foundation Trust (HDFT).

The Diamond raffle is full to the brim of lavish prizes ranging 
from a glamorous white gold diamond solitaire ring, consisting 
of a brilliant cut claw set diamond from Crown Jewellers in 
Harrogate to an unforgettable weekend stay for two at Cedar 
Court Hotel in Harrogate. Dinner as well as bed and breakfast 
are included for both nights alongside an afternoon tea for two 
on the Saturday.

Tickets are £1 and proceeds raised will go towards changing the 
lives of patients, families and users of NHS services at HDFT.

Sammy Lambert, Business Development Charity and Volunteer 
Manager at HDFT said “For those with an eye for extravagance, 
look no further than our Diamond Raffle fundraiser, which has 
a fantastic array of prizes to be won. I would like to thank all 
the amazing local business who are supporting the raffle for their 
generosity. They are helping us to raise funds that will allow us 
to build upon the high level of service the Trust provides to the 
community.

“Every ticket bought goes towards helping our patients, 
colleagues and improving healthcare facilities. The level of 
support we receive from members of the public never ceases to 
amaze me. Every ticket bought can make a real difference and we 
are pleased we can reward their generosity by providing a chance 
to win such amazing prizes.”

Here are some of the exclusive prizes up for grabs:
●  9ct White Gold Diamond Ring donated by Crown Jewellers, 

Harrogate
●  50″ LED Smart TV donated by ACS Ltd
●  Four Ball Gold Day, donated by Oakdale Golf Club
●  Three month Family Membership to David Lloyd Gym, 

Harrogate donated by David Lloyd Clubs
●  A Year’s Supply of Yorkshire Gold Tea donated by Bettys & 

Taylors Group of Harrogate
●  Weekend stay for 2 people at Cedar Court Hotel donated by 

the Cedar Court Hotel Harroagte
●   Dinner for 2 at EightyEight donated by Grantley Hall
●  Signature Afternoon Tea in the View donated by Coniston 

Hotel
●  H2K Luxurious Hamper donated by H2K Harrogate
●  Sweet Treat Hamper donated by Weetons Food Hall, Harrogate
●  £50 Hair Voucher donated by Vision Hair & Beauty, 

Knaresborough
●  Vouchers donated by Morning Coffee Afternoon Tea
The Diamond Raffle will be drawn on Wednesday 15 December 

2021 just in time for the festive season.
Raffle tickets can be purchased at;
https://hhcc.co.uk/events/diamond-raffle/ or by contacting the 

HHCC and Volunteer Team by emailing hdft.hhcc@nhs.net or 
calling or 01423 557408.

Raising Funds For Harrogate Hospital & Community CharityRaising Funds For Harrogate Hospital & Community Charity

Focus On The Good - Poetry Book 

A new book of poetry inspired by the experiences of 
Harrogate and District NHS Foundation staff, patients and 
service users during the COVID-19 pandemic has been 
published to raise much-needed funds for Harrogate Hospital 
& Community Charity (HHCC).

‘Focus on the GOOD’, which has been created by HHCC and 

author Leah Knight, reflects on the COVID-19 pandemic and 
how the community came together to support each other and 
those in the NHS in a time of need.

Earlier this year, HHCC began collecting thoughts, anecdotes, 
stories and photographs from colleagues, volunteers, patients, 
service users, families and members of the community concerning 

their experiences over the last year. HHCC then worked 
collaboratively with Leah Knight to transform these recollections 
into a book of poetry and photography.

Contributors to ‘Focus on the GOOD’ also include staff from 
The White Hart Hotel, the Little Dragons Day Nursery, Queen 
Ethelburga’s Collegiate, Ashville College, Belmont Grosvenor 
School, Mike Brown Art, Stacey J Evans Photography and the 
Cedar Court Hotel.

Author Leah Knight said: “I will always be grateful for the 
insight this book has given me, not only into the strength within 
our wonderful NHS, but also into the strength of members of the 
community around us. Reading the stories of those who chose 
kindness when faced with adversity, allowed me to understand 
the true value of one’s perspective.

“Focus on the GOOD is filled with poetry inspired by stories of 
people we can all relate to, which is one of the many reasons it 
will always hold a special place in my heart. The book’s title also 
provides invaluable advice to Focus on the GOOD.

“I hope everyone enjoys reading it as much as I enjoyed writing 
it.”

Sammy Lambert, Business Development, Charity and Volunteer 
Manager at Harrogate and District NHS Foundation Trust said: “I 
would like to thank everyone who has contributed to Focus on the 
GOOD, we simply couldn’t have done this without you.

“The last eighteen months has been filled with much sadness, 
but there have also been times where we can laugh and smile too. 
This book reflects on what has been gained as well as lost, where 
hope and positivity overcame fear, and how through challenging 
times a sense of community spirit has shone through. We hope 
this book will help you to Focus on the GOOD.”

‘Focus on the GOOD’ is now available for £12.99 
and can be purchased from the HHCC website at 
https://hhcc.co.uk/shop/focus-on-the-good/. All proceeds from 
the book will enable HHCC to continue to make life changing 
differences for the staff, patients, service users and families in 
hospital and the wider community across HDFT.

■ (LEFT-RIGHT): Sammy Lambert, Business Development, Charity and Volunteer 
Manager at Harrogate and District NHS Foundation Trust with author Leah Knight
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QUIZTIME
WELCOME TO OUR QUIZ PAGE

Every month we give you new and hopefully challenging  
puzzles for your enjoyment.

Make sure to pick up next month's issue for all this month's answers & solutions.

November edition answers

How Much Info Have You  
Retained answers;

1. Christmas Shoppers

2. NSPCC  3. Neil Clark         

4. Steve Harley   

5. Chester

Drop Quote Answer;
In a funny way, nothing makes you feel more 
like a native of your own country than to live 
where nearly everyone is not

HOW MUCH 
INFO 
HAVE YOU 
RETAINED?

Can you answer 
these questions 
about articles in  
this edition? 

1 -  Who are helping food banks and 
community groups with a Christmas 
‘giving tree’?

2 -  “Lonely This Christmas” was a 1974 
Christmas No1 for which Glam Rock 
Band?

3 -  How much is the 'British Wool 
Christmas Jumper' from  
www.glencroftcountrywear.co.uk?

4 -  How much is the 'Reversable 
Harness, Lead & Collar Bundle' from  
www.cocopuplondon.com?

5 -  Who are the first in the UK to launch a 
radiation therapy service for pets?

Crossword

Drop Quotes
Drop Quotes are similar to cryptograms, in that the goal is for the solver to uncover a hidden quote. A black-and-
white crossword-style grid is set up for each quote, with a number of letters “hovering” above each column. 
Your task is to “drop” each of those letters into the appropriate square in each column, until the entire quote is 
revealed. All punctuation (commas, periods, dashes, etc.) has been removed. Good luck!

Sudoku
Just like a regular 1-9 puzzle, 
only this time using the letters 
A-L in a 12x12 grid. Good luck!

Wordsearch
CHRISTMAS

CRACKERS

DECORATIONS

ELVES

FAMILY

PRESENTS

RUDOLPH

SANTA CLAUS

SPROUTS

TINSEL

TREE

TRIMMINGS

TURKEY

WORKSHOP

YULE LOG

WIN A CHRISTMAS TIN OF BAKED TREATS & YORKSHIRE TALK OF THE WIN A CHRISTMAS TIN OF BAKED TREATS & YORKSHIRE TALK OF THE 
TOWN BAUBLE FROM THE GREAT YORKSHIRE SHOP - P37TOWN BAUBLE FROM THE GREAT YORKSHIRE SHOP - P37
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Subaddo 3D
Each orange triangle connects a set of three numbers. 
Two numbers must add or subtract to equal the third. 
All numbers must be between 1 and 12 and no number 
can be repeated in a horizontal row or diagonal row.

Rosetta
Fill in all 7 Rosettas with each number 
between 1 and 7 in no particular order 
while also ensuring that no number is 
repeated in a horizontal row and each 
number from 1 to 7 are represented in 
the 7 grey colored hexagon cells

Reverse Wordsearch
A bit more challenging than a regular word search puzzle. Build the grid up until every 
single empty square is filled, and all words are placed. The first letter of every word is 
given and circled to get you started. Note that more than one word might start on the 
same exact letter! Good luck!

Clueless Crossword
Word Scramble

Think of a Clueless Crossword as a mix between a regular crossword puzzle and a cryptogram. Unlike many crossword puzzles, 
this grid is filled only with common, everyday English-language words - no abbreviations or other special "crossword" spellings are 
allowed. Each square in the grid is numbered 1 through 26, and each number corresponds to one (and only one) letter in the alphabet. 
Your goal is to completely fill in the crossword grid by gradually uncovering the letter that belongs to each number. We've given you 
three "giveaway" combinations - fill those into the solution grid and into any corresponding boxes in the crossword grid to get started. 
It helps to cross out each letter in alphabet as you use it in the grid, since no letter can be used more than once. Note that not all 
letters of the alphabet may be used in any given puzzle. If a number isn't used in the puzzle, it is greyed out in the solution grid. 

Can you solve these word scrambles?
Each word is taken from this month's edition.

SOLUTION GRID

GIVEAWAYS

November edition answers

Word Scramble;

1. Christmas Shoppers

2. Chamber Of Commerce

3. Fieldfare    4. Alison Ratcliffe-Williams

5. L.O.L. Surprise

6. Schleich Horse Club

7. Delicious Mince Pies

8. Mouseman Ashtray

9. Dodge Challenger    10. Purr And Mutt

A  B  C  D  E  F  G  
H  I  J  K  L  M  N  
O  P  Q  R  S  T  U  
V  W  X  Y  Z 

1 - MREYR THRASMSCI

2 - CRAITHMSS NIIVGG RTEE

3 - TNEOIATSPI 

4 - TACELS DWHORA 

5 - TEAK BHSU

6 - UARA ARCVER MRAFE

7 - NIOJRU BNKIAG ULCB

8 - MNCIAGL EPT BAEKLNT 

9 - XBDUAOER AAECTUH USRTPE

10 - ANATS SLAUC
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Monthly Horoscopes 
By Russell Grant

ARIES  March 21st - April 20th

Turning your dreams into reality will be easy at the beginning of December. The New Moon on the 
4th could attract an opportunity to write, study or travel; a prestigious organisation will be happy to 
cover the bill. Don't be intimidated by a long application; you'll get the funding you need. Business 
discussions could take up a great deal of time during the middle of the month; emphasise your 
leadership ability when applying for a job or negotiating a raise. Good news will reach your ears on or 
directly after the 19th, courtesy of an uplifting Full Moon. Beware of mixing friendship with finance 
in the second half of December. Spiritual pursuits could assume a greater importance as the year comes 
to an end.

TAURUS  April 21st - May 21st

A stalled dream could be revived in the opening days of the month. On the 4th, the New Moon 
will deposit some additional money in your account from an inheritance, royalty payment or legal 
settlement. Use this windfall to advance your career or professional profile. The Full Moon on the 
19th brings more good news on the financial front; don't be surprised if you're awarded a lucrative job 
after a lengthy interview process. Don't let the thought of assuming heavy responsibilities cause you 
to turn down this opportunity; you're overdue for a big career challenge. Getting paid to exercise your 
imagination will give you an extremely attractive glow. Your social life will burst into flower in the 
final days of December.

GEMINI  May 22nd - June 21st

Work will become much more rewarding in December, when you're given a chance to interview for 
your dream job in the opening days of the month. On the 4th, the New Moon opens the door to an 
enticing partnership. Giving your heart to an adventurous flirt or entering an alliance with a seasoned 
expert are among the exciting possibilities. Towards the middle of the month, you will struggle to 
achieve a healthy balance between your personal and professional lives. Try to be fair. The second half 
of December warns against getting embroiled in legal battles. It's better to settle out of court than get 
dragged into a protracted struggle. Opportunities for professional advancement will abound during the 
last week of 2021.

CANCER  June 22nd - July 23rd

Stalled educational or travel plans could finally move forward at the start of December, much to your 
delight. If your energy has been flagging, launch a fitness regimen on the 4th, when the New Moon will 
prompt you to be more attentive to your body's needs. Improve your diet and exercise habits. In mid-
month, you will enter a partnership that relieves you of heavy responsibilities. A spiritual revelation 
will arrive on the 19th, courtesy of the enlightening Full Moon. Getting romantically involved with a 
friend could be serious cause for regret in the second half of the month; keep things platonic. Pursuing 
an advanced degree or writing a book will uplift and inspire you in the final days of the year.

LEO  July 24th - August 23rd

The New Moon on the 4th could pave the way to a passionate romance or rewarding creative project. 
An experienced partner will give you the courage to take some risks that are incredibly fulfilling. Hard 
work will be a theme in the middle of December; you could be putting in long hours for the sake of a 
demanding project. If you're unemployed, you may plunge into a rigorous interview process. The Full 
Moon on the 19th marks the conclusion of a stimulating group project. You'll miss your colleagues, 
who have become integral members of your social set. Try not to take out your frustrations on your 
romantic partner or work associates in the second half of December; they're just innocent bystanders.

VIRGO  August 24th - Sept 23rd

A dream relationship could take off like a kite in the opening days of December. Whether you are 
single or attached, this should be a delightfully romantic time. The New Moon on the 4th finds you 
devoting more energy to domestic pursuits. If you've been thinking of moving, this is an ideal to 
time to search for a place to live. You could find excellent interest rates on home loans. On or around 
the 19th, the Full Moon could find you getting a raise, promotion, or professional award for a job 
well done. Beware of confusing passion with love in the second half of the month; the two are not 
interchangeable. Spend the final days of 2021 cuddling or condoling with your favourite person.

LIBRA  Sept 24th - Oct 23rd

Sharing your expertise with an appreciative audience will be a welcome trend at the beginning of 
December. Starting on the 4th, the New Moon could find you teaching an online course or record some 
instructional videos. The pleasures of home will call your name at the middle of the month; take time 
out of your busy schedule to connect with friends, relatives and neighbours. Hosting a big party will 
be very rewarding. The Full Moon on the 19th could bring pleasing results for an exam or application. 
Arguments about the division of money or labour could shake up a romance in the second half of the 
month. Get a jump start on New Year's resolutions by starting a fitness program in the final days of 
December.

SCORPIO  Oct 24th - Nov 22nd

An additional source of income could arrive on or around the 4th, courtesy of an enriching New Moon. 
Any job that allows you to work from home will be fulfilling, stable and lucrative. Lengthy business 
negotiations could begin towards the middle of the month. Be patient and supplement proposals with 
reliable facts and figures. By the time the Full Moon rises on the 19th, you'll see a financial windfall 
in the form of an inheritance, legal settlement or tax refund. The second half of December could be 
stressful, due to a business or romantic partner's erratic behaviour. Establishing firm ground rules for 
your interactions. The final days of the year could find you floating away on a cloud of love, thanks to 
an attentive admirer.

SAGITTARIUS  Nov 23rd - Dec 21st

Spending more time at home can soothe your fiery energy during the first of the month. You'll be back 
in the public eye on the 4th, thanks to a fame enhancing New Moon. Don't be surprised if you are put 
in charge of a community or educational project; people respond well to your upbeat energy. Your 
financial situation should improve before the end of the month, especially if you take it upon yourself 
to negotiate a higher salary. On the 19th, the Full Moon will bring a fruitful partnership to a satisfying 
conclusion. Your health might be delicate in the second half of December, so avoid overindulging in 
food and drink. Moving to a spacious and beautiful place near the water is a distinct possibility at the 
end of 2021.

CAPRICORN  Dec 22nd - Jan 20th

Solitary pursuits can bring tremendous pleasure at the start of December. On the 4th, the New Moon 
will urge you to take yourself off to a quiet place where you can hear yourself think. A spiritual 
epiphany could inspire you to devote more time to the activities and relationships you most value. You 
should use the power of your increased magnetism to promote your personal and professional agendas 
before the year ends. The Full Moon on the 19th may find you reaching a personal best regarding your 
health; give yourself a handsome reward for having worked so hard. Don't let a financial shortage 
cause you to panic in the second half of December; you can find some creative and inexpensive ways 
to have fun at year's end.

AQUARIUS  Jan 21st - Feb 19th

The New Moon on the 4th is ideal for joining a society or group devoted to your favourite subject. 
You're sure to meet some accomplished people through this association. Spend the middle portion 
of the month attending to administrative tasks and paperwork. This will leave the second half of 
December free for more pleasurable pursuits. On the 19th, the Full Moon will bring news of an 
engagement, marriage, or creative achievement. Enjoy the round of parties that ensue from this happy 
event. Don't discourage a relative from pursuing their dreams as the holidays approach; your approval 
will pave the way to their success. The final days of the year will bring at least one extraordinary 
earning opportunity. Ring out 2021 in style.

PISCES  Feb 20th - March 20th

Dedicate yourself to leading your best life at the beginning of December. If you can conceive it, you 
will achieve it. On the 4th, the New Moon will deliver a fantastic professional opportunity. A position 
involving publishing, higher education or travel could bring much-needed financial stability. Put your 
creative talent on display at work towards the middle of the month; it's a great way to gain distinction. 
The Full Moon on the 19th could find you leaving one home for one that is more spacious. Beware 
of making angry posts on social media in the second half of December or you could regret it. You'll 
command the spotlight in the final days of the year; this is a great time to launch a website.
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DISCOVER THE COMFORT
OVER 75 RECLINERS IN STOCK

Free delivery and free disposal  
of your old furniture

LARGE SHOWROOM 
OVER THREE FLOORS

OVER 25 SUITES ON DISPLAY. BEDS, 
BEDROOM, DINING & OCCASIONAL 

FURNITURE PLUS MUCH MORE

35-39 Ivegate, Yeadon, LS19 7RE | OPEN 9AM - 5PM MON - SAT

Tel - 0113 250 37 16
www.kettleysfurniture.co.uk

NOVEMBER EDITION COMPETITION WINNERS
The Great Yorkshire Shop competition - Tineke Orridge & Anne Millett              Copy Of 'Bess Of Hardwick (In Simple Terms)' - Pamela Davies

Copy Of 'Champion Jump Horse Racing Jockeys: From 1945 To Present Day' - Jo Corrado

SLADE tickets - David Stringer              Steve Harley tickets - Sharon Koukourakis

Congratulations! 

WIN!WIN! Christmas Tin of Baked Treats &  Christmas Tin of Baked Treats & 
Yorkshire Talk of the Town Bauble From Yorkshire Talk of the Town Bauble From 

The Great Yorkshire ShopThe Great Yorkshire Shop

The Great Yorkshire Shop hand pick fine goods 
exclusively from local independent makers, artists 
and designers of Yorkshire including cards, gifts, 

foods, art, homeware, beauty and men's products. 

All are unique items not found on the high street!
www.thegreatyorkshireshop.co.uk

To enter go to page 34 and answer the 'How 
much info have you retained' questions then;

Simply send your answers, along  
with your contact details including 

tel number to

competitions@yorkshirereporter.co.uk
THE WINNER CAN CHOOSE TO COLLECT IN 
PERSON OR HAVE THEIR PRIZE POSTED TO 

THEM - POSTAGE CHARGES APPLY

The Great Yorkshire Shop,  
The Concourse, Leeds Corn Exchange, Call 

Lane, Leeds, LS1 7BR
Tel 0113 243 4305

Terms & Conditions – Entries must be in by the 18th December 2021. The winner will be contacted by phone or email and may be 
required for a photoshoot of them receiving their prize. Yorkshire Reporter's decision is final and no cash alternative will be offered.

Christmas 
Competitions 

Galore!!

WIN!WIN!    
Eisberg Alcohol Eisberg Alcohol 

Free WineFree Wine

Great tasting wine without the alcohol, perfect for 
drivers or those who don’t want a hangover! Choice 
of reds, rose, white and sparkling, there is something 
for everyone. We have two bottles to giveaway but 
if you are wanting to purchase some it is available 
from Tesco, Morrisons, Waitrose, Nisa, Amazon and 
Ocado priced £3.50.

To enter simply send 'SUGRU STARTER KITS' 
along with your contact details including tel 

number to competitions@yorkshirereporter.co.uk

To enter simply send 'EISBERG ALCOHOL FREE 
WINE' along with your contact details including tel 
number to competitions@yorkshirereporter.co.uk

WIN!WIN!  
Goodnight Stories Goodnight Stories 
for Rebel Girls: 100 for Rebel Girls: 100 

Real Life Tales of Real Life Tales of 
Black Girl MagicBlack Girl Magic

To enter simply send 'GOODNIGHT STORIES 
FOR REBEL GIRLS' along with your contact 

details including tel number to

competitions@yorkshirereporter.co.uk

WIN!WIN!    
Sugru Starter KitsSugru Starter Kits

3 different DIY kits for those who love DIY. 
Fix & Create – ideas for repairs and repurposing. 
Rebel Tech – fix, adapt and customise gadgets. 
Home Hacks – practical projects and creative DIY 
ideas. We have three kits to giveaway but if you are 
wanting to purchase them they are available from  
www.sugru.com priced £10.99.



Email: newsdesk.north@yorkshirereporter.co.uk38     DECEMBER 2021

ANIMAL REHOMING

Cats and Kittens Looking For Safe 
caring homes in quiet areas away 

from busy roads, we also help with 
feral and stray / Injured Cats

Contact us on 0113 218 82 62

or email us at; 
raffertypick@btinternet.com

Registered charity no 801245  www.cat77.org.uk

• Games

• Consoles

• DVD's & Blu-Rays

• Collectibles

• Controllers & Headsets

• Gaming Accessories

• Phone Accessories

• iPhone Screen Repairs

381 Harehills Lane, Leeds LS9 6AP

Tel: 0113 240 35 95
Facebook: @gamestempleleeds         Instagram: Games_Temple_Leeds

We offer a comprehensive repair service for consoles 
using top of the range machinery and quality replacement 
parts. Our fully qualified technicians have years of 
experience and a proven track record. 

Each repair includes a full clean and service as standard 
and for your peace of mind also comes with a 12 month 
repair guarantee.

We Buy, Sell & Trade Consoles & Games
Best Cash Prices Given On Games

Console Repairs

GAMES & CONSOLES

AERIALS
7 DAY 

SERVICE 

PROVIDED

1st Aerial Services - Digital Aerial Specialists
REPAIRS - EXTENSIONS - MULTI POINTS

Dishes taken down, moved & Reinstalled. Booster & high gain 
aerials for poor reception. Honest & reliable family firm. 

30 years experience. Roof ladders used at all times.

CALL MARK FOR A FREE QUOTE 

07908 039 733

AERIALS 
F O R  Y O U

The smartest
way to advertise 
your business
Call:  0113 273 5000 
email advertising@yorkshirereporter.co.uk

ACCEPTING PHONE  
PAYMENTS FROM

ACCOUNTANTS

A professional accounting firm 
you can trust

e: meena@bnts.co.uk

t: 07966 28 69 16
a: 6 Woodlea Garth, Leeds LS6 4SG

PAY MONTHLY ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES

TAX & VAT ADVICE

PAYROLL

ACCOUNTS

LIMITED COMPANY ACCOUNTS

SELF ASSESSMENT

BOOK-KEEPING

NEXT EDITION PRINT DATE 27.11.21 

PUBLIC NOTICE COPY DEADLINE 23.11.21

PUBLIC NOTICES COVER YORK REGION 
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Tel:  0113 273 5000
www.yorkshirereporter.co.uk

FOR ADVERTISING 
advertising@yorkshirereporter.co.uk

ACCEPTING PHONE  
PAYMENTS FROM

UNLIKE ANY OTHER NEWSPAPER...

YORKSHIRE REPORTER

Logo Redesign / Re-brand

Competitive Rates 
Professional Service

Design Service
YorkshireReporter

Reliable graphic design 
service for your large or 
small business

Whatever you need,  
the objective is to  

exceed expectations
Email: studio@yorkshirereporter.co.uk

Logo  
Recreation

Flyers

Brochures
Menus

THIS SIZE 
CLASSIFIED AD

£80+VAT per month

West Yorkshire’s 
Biggest FREE 

To Pick Up 
Independent 
Newspaper

GARAGE SERVICES

ALL ROOFING WORK UNDERTAKEN 
inc. BRICKWORK & REPOINTING

FLAT ROOF SPECIALIST

ALL WORK CARRIED OUT BY A GENUINE 
TRADESMAN INSURANCE BACKED GUARANTEED

Call Ian for a FREE ESTIMATE; 
0113 286 50 76  -  07733 05 30 52

For a selection of work undertaken visit; 
www.harrisonroofing.co.uk

Keeping you dry for over 33 years
HarrisonRoofing

ROOFING

THIS SIZE 
CLASSIFIED AD

£40+VAT per month

Diamond
Cutting

· 2 - 3 Day Turnaround
· 6 Month Guarantee
· In-house CNC Lathe

Durable
Powdercoat

· Same-Day Service*
· 12 Month Guarantee
· Colour Matching

More
Services

· New Tyres
· Chrome Valves
· Wheel Care Products
· & More !

Get an Instant Quote:  thewheelspecialist.co.uk

*Same Day Service available upon request for standard alloy wheels. Split-Rims and other non-standard alloy wheels may be subject to 
service variation.

See our website for full Terms & Conditions - www.thewheelspecialist.co.uk

AVAILABLE FREE 
TO PICK UP 
FROM SELECTED 
SUPERMARKETS;

Also available FREE  
to pick up from; 

● Wetherby Whaler Ings Rd Y026 

● Langlands Garden Centre, Shiptonthorpe

● Dobbies Garden Centre, Upper Poppleton
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Shop Floor Clearance

Huge Discounts

Upto 40% Off

Selected Models

Shop Floor Clearance
Huge Discounts


